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Hi Everyone,
It was great to catch up with so many of you at
the Presentation Dinner / Christmas Party on the
3rd. December 2021.
We are having 4 colour pages in this issue. If you
are missing your happy smiling face in the photos,
please accept my apologies as you must have
been circulating away from your table when I did
the rounds with the camera.
My thanks goes again to John Jenkins who has
risen again to the request for Newsletter articles.

A
TO YOU ALL!
We finally have some proposed ‘Coming Events’
on the calendar. Put them into your calendar, and
we will forward to seeing you on the road in 2022.

Regards Rick.

Newsletter Cover
Design:
Gary Stocking

Newsletter Deadline
14th of EVERY
MONTH
Email contributions to
The Editor

Cover Page Sponsored by
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www.shannons.com.au
13 46 46

Now an important notice...
‘For Sale’ advertisements for motor vehicles
published in a car specialist magazine, generally
circulated in Victoria must include certain information...
Please see the notice on the Classifieds page.

The closing date for the February 2022
Newsletter is the
14th January 2022.
DISCLAIMER: The committee of the Dandenong Valley
Historic Car Club Inc. and its members accept no responsibility
for the views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter or for
the accuracy of the information contained within and are
not liable for any incidents or damage that may arise from
information contained within.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
This report starts on the 3rd December when a lot of our club members attended John Ziegler’s
funeral at Springvale. John’s casket arrived at the Boyd chapel in the back of his beloved
Mad Max Ute driven by John Junior. The service reminded all of us of his dedicated service to his
family, being a Father, Grand Father and Great Grandfather. He is the man who attended more than
500 consecutive Rotary club meetings. John also went for approximately 35 years without missing a
D.V.H.C.C. meeting. It was a lovely way for us to farewell one of our very loved Life Members.
Our Presentation-Christmas party, was held on the same night, the 3rd December. We had
80 members in attendance to celebrate the occasion after our Presentation Dinner was
postponed for 18 months. Our entertainer, Jeanette Young, put a smile on everyone’s face with her
singing and her Frank Spencer gig. Thank you Judith C. for your help setting up the hall for the
members who had a very enjoyable night. My thanks also to the other people who helped
set up before, and clean up afterwards, at the end of a great night.
         I would like to congratulate all our trophy winners on the night.  The ‘Club Person of the Year’
was won by Gary Stocking.  The ‘Special Road Event’ was won by Max and Jeanie Tuckerman.  
The ‘Touring Trophy’ was won by Leigh Howes.  The ‘Presidents Award’ was presented to Mazz
  Lafrank.  Thank you Mazz for all your help.  The ‘Peter Gabe Award’,  for best the article printed in
The Newsletter, was won by Paul McMillan, and last but not least, ‘The Car of the Year’, was won
by Gary Stocking for his 1934 Dodge Ute.
Our January meeting will be back at the Dandenong Show-grounds on the 7th of January 2022
where we will have an important chat night to plan out the future of our swap meet. Following
discussions on the night, a resolution about the swap meet will be put to the members at the following
February meeting. {Please come along and have your say regarding the future of our swap.)
I have booked the Royal Hotel, 1130 Burwood Highway, Upper Ferntree Gully, for lunch on
Wednesday 12th January at 12 noon, hope to see you there. If you want to have a browse at
Market Fair, 2/794 Burwood Highway, Ferntree Gully, before hand, they open at 10-00am.
Unfortunately, due to Covid, no councils are holding Australia Day celebrations in our area,
so we are heading back to Koo Wee Rup Masonic lodge on Australia Day.
BYO lunch or purchase takeaway as the shops are open in town.
Tea and coffee will be available.  T
The meeting place and lodge address is listed in our event calendar.

Happy New Year everyone
Ian and Heather.

Vale - John Zeigler

Finally an outing post Covid. Hastings foreshore
15th. November 2021.

A 1938 Chev, 1940 Pontiac and a 1934 Pontiac
brighten up the day.

Ray Nichol, Geoff Strahan, Ray Griffith and
Ron Sinclair discussing the one that got away.

Club members enjoying their lunch time chat.

Dulcie and Geoff Strahan chatting
to Pat and Ron Sinclair.

The Lafrank, Clark, Nichol and Sinclair were just some
of the vehicles on the run.

Rugged up against the unseasonal weather and
deciding where to go for lunch.

The 15th November 2021 saw the first outing for quite a long time due to Covid 19 lockdowns. It was great to
see how many DVHCC club members braved the weather to take part in a quickly organised (?) trip to
Hastings foreshore area for lunch. Lunch was taken at a number of local fast and not so fast food
establishments. I hear that the President suffered a flat tyre on the hearse which was a bit of a dampener for
him on the day. The weather was also not too good for vintage motoring, but those who attended enjoyed the
day.
My thanks to those who sent the above photos, but there was no report attached, so the above is a precis of
some verbal comments to me. How about someone doing a report on future outings for me, because living
300km away, Jill and I don’t get to take part in many runs. Cheers Rick. Editor.

## FINALLY SOME COMING EVENTS. ##
2022

January 7th

General meeting at Dandenong Show-grounds.

January 12th

Mid week lunch at Royal Hotel Ferntree Gully
1130 Burwood Highway, Ferntree Gully 3156

January 26th
Australia Day at the Koo Wee Rup Masonic Centre.
                  Meet at the BP Officer South, Princes Highway for a 10.30am departure.
February 4th

General meeting at Dandenong Show-grounds,
Guest speaker, Kevin Clarence
“The History of the Club Permit Scheme”.

February 6th

Club run to the Holden Museum Trafalgar.
and the Vintage Market,Yaragon before hand.
          Meet at the BP Officer South, Princes Highway for a 10.30am departure
and regroup at the Vintage Market.
February 7-22nd Tasmania adventure.
March 4th

General meeting at Dandenong Show-grounds,
  Guest speaker,  ‘Jim Lang. ‘His time spent in Pakistan’.

March 6th

Visit to blacksmiths workshop (Mazz Lafrank).

March 17-20th

Annual weekend away to Yarrawonga

April 1st

General meeting at Dandenong Show-grounds,

May 6th

General Meeting at the Dandenong Show grounds
Auction night and voting for Car of the Year etc.

**********************************************************************

Covid1 is still playing havoc with our event planning. Please keep an eye on the DVHCC
web page and the DVHCC Facebook page where any upcoming events will be listed.
Make sure you contact the event organizer if you intend to go, as numbers are often
required by the event location.

1913 Benz 82/200 hp. D&E Snutsel Touring.
It is still hard to argue against the popular moniker 'there is no replacement for displacement', but
it was never more relevant than in the early years of motoring. While little has changed in internal
combustion engine design, the early engines were far from refined and ran on rather crude fuel. Limited in particular by crankshaft strength, few engines were able to rev over 2500 rpm and even for
racing engines 3000 rpm proved to be a real barrier. With no limitations on displacement until 1914,
the easiest way to increase performance was to increase the bore and stroke of the engine.
Of course, with the displacement growing to humongous figures, there was little need to try and
achieve high revolutions and most of the early Grand Prix cars produced their peak power at around
1500 rpm.
Germany's Karl Benz might have invented the motor car, the pioneering role in motor racing was
taken up, with considerable success, by the French. So it was no surprise, that when Benz decided
to get into racing, a team of French engineers were hired to design a Grand Prix car. The fruit of their
labours, the Benz 'Grand Prix' debuted in 1908. The 12.8 litre four cylinder engine produced a hefty
120 bhp, which was transferred to the wheels through a chain drive system. Impressed by the top
speed of 160 km/h, Benz decided to modify the racing cars to try and beat the land speed record.
The puny four cylinder engine was replaced by power plant almost twice its size, which was usually
only used to power airships. It powered the 'Blitzen' Benz to a stunning 228 km/h land speed record;
a rather frightening speed considering the only method of slowing down was through one drum brake
on the transmission input shaft.
Benz' road cars of the day had slightly more modest engines because the consumption of 40 litres
of fuel per 100 kilometer was something the average customer was willing to finance. In the same
year the 12.8 litre racer took to the track, Benz introduced a new range of road cars, which had a 2.4
litre four cylinder '10/18 Hp' as the base model. At around twice the price, the 7.4 litre four
cylinder '29/60 Hp', was also available. In 1912 the range was further expanded with the '39/100
Hp' and '82/200 Hp' models, which featured 10 and 21 litre airship engines respectively. The biggest
of the two was the same as used in the 'Blitzen' Benz and produced 200 bhp, making it one of the
most powerful road cars available. The top speed was quoted at 170 km/h and like the racing cars,
braking was rather primitive. It was the last and most extreme vehicle of motoring's pioneering era as
with advances in technology engines rapidly decreased in volume.
This is one of those very rare 200 bhp road going monsters equipped with an impressive four seater
convertible body by Belgian coach builder, D & E Snutsel Pere & Fils.

Thanks to the big
wide web for this
article....ED

FEBRUARY 6th. 2022
…………………………………………..

DVHCC Visits the Holden Museum in Trafalgar
If this is your first time or you have visited the Holden Museum before you are in for a
“TREAT”!!
Long before Australians drove the famous HOLDEN cars this iconic brand had its name
on saddles & buggies, golf clubs, buggies, pedal cars, trams and aero engines.
From humble beginnings as a saddlery in Adelaide the HOLDEN name quickly became
synonymous with engineering innovation, industrial pride and Australian ingenuity.
Recent opened additions at the Holden Museum helps tell that remarkable story
and celebrates Australia's HOLDEN Heritage.
All visitors to check in using the QR CODE as you enter the building.
And visitors must comply with current Victorian Government
COVID 19 regulations that apply.
ADMISSION PRICES
Adults - $15.00
Seniors - $10.00
Child - $5.00
Family - $35.00
https://trafalgarholdenmuseum.com.au
Meet: BP Service Centre, Princes Freeway, Officer (out bound)
Time: 10.00am for a 10.30am departure.
Regroup: Yaragon Vintage Market, 110 Waterloo Road, Yaragon
(In Yaragon, left turn across the railway line, left again,
heading west for 200M to the market building)
Depart: When ready, remain in Waterloo Road
(North side of railway line all the way to the Holden Museum at Trafalgar.)
Lunch: BYO picnic lunch and chairs.
Or cross the railway line for a Pub lunch or purchase takeaway at one of the many shops in
Trafalgar.

Christmas Party 3rd December 2021

PRESENTATION NIGHT

3rd. DECEMBER 2021.
Long overdue due to Covid saw the
following winners receive their just
rewards on Presentation night.
Opposite page are : Gary Stocking receiving “The Club Person of
the Year Award” from Jim Lang.
Mazz Lafrank received the Presidents Award
from President Ian Clark.
Micheal Cogley presented Max and Jeanie
Tuckerman with the “Special Road Event”,
trophy. Unfortunately Max and Jeanie were
not present on the night.
Stan Snyders presented the “Car of the year”
to Gary Stocking for his 1934 Dodge utility.
This page......
Graham Bates presented the “Touring Trophy” to Leigh Howes.
Stan Snyders presented an “Appreciation
Award’ to John Jenkins.
Winner of the “Peter Gabe Literary Award” to
Paul McMillan for his story about Lanz Bulldog Tractors presented by Gary Stocking.

THE CHRISTMAS PARTY CONTINUES...

SOME FUNNIES.
A few days ago, I was having some work done at my local garage when a blonde came in and asked for a
seven hundred ten.
We all looked at each other, and another customer asked, “What is a seven hundred ten?”
She replied, “You know, the little piece in the middle of the engine. I have lost it and I need a new one”.
She then continued on saying that she didn’t know exactly what it was but this piece has always been there.
The mechanic gave her a piece of paper and a pen and asked to draw what the piece looked like.
She drew a circle and in the middle of it wrote the numbers 710.
The mechanic took her over to a car just like hers which had its bonnet up and asked, “Is there a seven
hundred ten on this car?”
She pointed and said, “Of course it is right there”. And the mechanic fainted.
If you are not sure what a seven hundred ten is, look at the bottom of the FOR SALE page.
*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&*&

Your editor’s story continues...
You might remember from last months newsletter that Rolls-Royce vehicles are known by their chassis
numbers. Well, I want to tell you a bit about yet another Rolls-Royce,a 1924 20hp model, GH21.
In 1970 I was asked if I knew anything about an old Rolls-Royce in a shed on Philip Island about 130km
from Melbourne. Being young and not even having a permanent place of abode, I didn’t follow it up. A
great lack money as well, was a further reason. 30 years later, in June 2000, I took a mate of mine for a
drive. He was suffering that terrible illness that takes a lot of the older male population, Prostrate Cancer.
He was having both chemotherapy and radiotherapy at the same time and was felling pretty low. My
mate, Bob, wanted to go and visit Philip Island where he had been a bank manager many years ago. As we
travelled along out the back of Warragul, I remembered the 1970 conversation and I asked Bob if any of his
old customers at the bank in Cowes, had an old Rolls-Royce stuck away in a shed amongst their assets.
Bob said, “No, but might know of someone who might know of it.” So we went hunting. Five contacts late,
and only after about 1/2 an hours sleuthing, we found the old Rolls-Royce. It was a 1924 20hp. saloon,
built in 1923 and released off test in January 1924. The poor old dear was a mess. She was pretty
complete but had no interior apart from the the seat frames and springs, the dashboard was a complete
mess, it was made of tin instead of timber with only a couple of original guages, there were no running
boards and the guards were a bit beat up etc.
Also I was quickly informed that, “It was not for sale at any price.”
Two days later the telephone rang and it was the Rolls-Royce’s owner, who said that after our visit, he and
his wife had a chat and as he had had it for such a long time, and had not restored it, they had decided that
if I was interested, he would offered it to me. Was I interested? The answer was certainly a big “Yes” but as
usual, I had no spare money. When I was told the price, I realized that the small nest egg I did have, would
cover his asking price. I couldn’t knock it back at that price and it came home on the 9th August 2001. How
do I remember that date? Well, it was the day the Olympic torch passed through Gippsland on it’s way to
Sydney for the 2000 games. We passed the torch bearers between Morwell and Traralgon. I thought the
restoration would be at least a 6 year saga as there was a lot to do. During a trip to the Bendigo Swap
in the following November, I found 16 of the 19 items I had identified as being needed for the restoration.
Included in the haul was an original 1924 interior light from yet another 20hp. Rolls-Royce. Someone up
there must have been helping me as 12 1/2 months later on the 29th September 2002, GH21 was
registered and on the road, and heading to my brothers wedding in Canberra. I won't go into the restoration
process, but it was almost all my own work. I had a little bit of help one way or the other here and there, like
finding the leather for the upholstery.  I had seen it years ago in the back of a motorcycle shop in
Bairnsdale, and it was still there. A borrowed industrial sewing machine and a few hours of guidance saw
that pile of leather with the seats done, the door panels finished and the carpets edged. I had help with a
bit of machining here and there and the mudguards professionally repaired and painted. The rest of the
restoration I pretty much did myself. The maroon body paint is as found complete with the patina of age.

Classifieds

The original body was built by the famous firm of Barker in the UK and was a cabriolet.  The cars first
owner, in 1924, was a lady by the name of Miss Dora Gibson. Her father, Samuel Gibson, was ‘The
Gibson’ from the Foy and Gibson Company department stores in Melbourne. Samuel Gibson died in
1917 and after their mother died in 1923, Dora and her brother, James, took an extended trip to England
and the continent. In England, they purchased my Rolls-Royce, GH21. Dora and James then went touring around the continent for 6 months and after returning the car to Roll-Royce for servicing etc., had
it shipped to Melbourne where Dora used it until 1941. In 1941 GH21 was hit from behind by a tram in
Swanston Street, Melbourne and the lovely Barker cabriolet body was rendered beyond repair. In 1947
after WW2, the remains were sent to J. Thompson of South Yarra for a new body and the more modern
body it has today was built by that company. There is a connection between Thompson of South Yarra and
Thompson’s of Castlemaine, Victoria, who were the builders of one of the first motor vehicles built in
Australia. Herbert Thomson is regarded as the first successful manufacturer of motor vehicles in Australia
and his steam car, produced in 1898 is now preserved by the Museum of Victoria, it was the first Australian
designed and built car to make an interstate journey.
Built with the same Barker Cabriolet

all-weather body, as was originally on
GH21, this car pictured here, was
ordered new by The Maharajah of
Gwalior and was shipped to India in
1923. In 1928 he sold it to the Nizam
of Hyderabad, reputedly the richest
man in India at the time. It was fitted
when new with this original coachwork
by Barker (Body Number 5055) in the
design of a very versatile all-weather
cabriolet. This was about the most
expensive coachwork available at that
time. Being an early car, like mine, it
has the 3 speed centre change gear
box and only 2 wheel brakes.
It was very common for elderly Roll-Royce cars to be refitted with a new up to date looking body during the
1930’s and 1940’s. Some of the best known companies doing this were Martin and King in Melbourne and
Smith and Waddington in Sydney. Fitted with a new body the neighbours would then think that there was a
new Rolls-Royce was sitting in their drive way.

I know which body I would really like, but I am happy with “Elizabeth Balfour” as she is known by the family.
I have done many, many happy miles in her since the 9th August 2000, and cannot wait to line her up with
GGP19 in the not too distant future.
I have also been involved with a few other early Rolls-Royce products.  For a short while I was a financial
partner in a 1926 20hp roadster. Then I found a front axle, under an old trailer, from a 1913 Silver Ghost
which is now in New Zealand assisting with the restoration of another 1913 Silver Ghost. I have a Saracen
Armoured Personnel Carrier which has a Rolls-Royce B80, 8 cylinder engine and a Humber FV1600 4x4
1 ton truck with Rolls-Royce B60 engine which is basically a 4.25lt. Silver Dawn engine.  To round it off there
is a J.P.Simplex ‘Super Simplex’ lawn mower in the shed which also has a connection with Rolls-Royce.  The
J.P.Simplex company had something to do with the alloy castings used in early Rolls-Royces. Even its
square headed bolts and nus are straight out of the RR parts bins. It is known as “The Rolls-Royce of lawn
mowers”. There is one on display in pride of place as you enter the Hayes Car Museum in the UK.

“

KAM - THE MOTORING ELEPHANT... By John Jenkins
I read an article many years ago that relegated living things apart
from humans to subservience. It stated that living creatures apart
from us are somewhat like robots. They act on ingrained
impulses and exist without emotion or feelings.
There could be several reasons for such ignorance and
arrogance. Perhaps the author had never owned a pet, or had
never observed wild animals at joyful play. Maybe he had taken
Genesis 1-28 (King James Version) far too seriously. We have
subdued the earth and its creatures and multiplied.
Contemporary thinking believes that we have done that to
extremes, and to the great expense of our non human
inhabitants of this finite earth. The author previously referred to
obviously never had access to documentaries or YouTube. I have
marveled at birds and animals being set intricate tasks to gain
the reward of food. Somewhat complex mazes and contraptions
have been mastered after time. Such feats would be beyond the
ability of most young children.
And now to the focus of our club; vehicles. Bertram Mills Circus
obtained a 1950 Land Rover. Such vehicles have been designed
for a punishing and harsh existence.  They have fulfilled their manufacturer’s expectations. They do of
course have limitations, and one of those limitations was how to accommodate an elephant driving it.
Where there is a will, there is a way. Bertrams modified several things such as suspension  by fitting
double coil springs. The chassis was lengthened, and the steering wheel was placed centrally. I suspect
that the few embellishments that adorn a Land Rover were removed to facilitate periodic washings with a
hose. ( As with all baby boomers, I rode in a howdah at Melbourne Zoo and observed the unpredictable
depositions of yesterday’s hay)
Kam the elephant was trained to drive the vehicle
around the circus ring and also the camp site. His
inability to change gears and achieve top speed was
happily accepted. For a clever elephant, but
remember that almost elephants are clever, to
control an accelerator and brake pedal effectively
and safely does stretch the imagination. After all, he
could, without trying, operate both simultaneously.
Without lack of respect to Kam’s intelligence, his
owners, (or should that read keepers) did offer some
assistance. A box structure at the rear of the Rover
contained his helper. An extended gear linkage was
installed. I expect that the accelerator pedal and a
kill switch may also have been incorporated.
All good things come to an end. Circus animals and
howdahs are seldom seen. Lions and tigers
certainly are not seen performing in Australia. I
doubt that elephants make an appearance in any
local circus. Small animals still make an
appearance. Given Kam’s age, I doubt that he
would exist. The Land Rover however does. It has
been restored and I would like to encounter it
somewhere on some future travel.
					John Jenkins

And a bit more from the WWW........... from the Editor
1950 Series 1 Bertam Mills Circus vehicle

Chassis number: 16100371 Engine type: 2.0 Petrol Gearbox type: 4 Speed
Registration number: LLY 920
This fascinating vehicle was built by Bertam Mills Circus in the late 1950s. It was designed to give the
impression that the circus elephant, named Kam, was actually driving the Land-Rover.
The real driver would sit in the box-like structure at the rear and control the vehicle from there using
extended controls and gear linkage from a Rover P3 car. To make room for the driver it was converted to
LHD to allow his feet to miss the rear diff and prop shaft (the elephant didn’t seem to mind where the wheel
was located so his wheel was placed in the centre of the dash). The suspension was upgraded by fitting
double coil springs and the chassis extended to make it possible for Kam to climb aboard. There were
coloured lamps on the bonnet operated by the trainer who walked alongside – these apparently told Kam
which side to exit from!
It was in a very derelict state when found but the finders were able to rescue most of the running gear and
body lower frames.It is understood from talking to the original driver that the loaded vehicle was, not
surprisingly, very heavy to drive and also had a tendency to become very wet and smelly!

For Sale
Weekend
Away
FOR SALE
1938 Cadillac Series 75, 7 passenger Limousine.
This rare factory R.H.D. Limousine has had the body stripped to the bare metal and
all rust repaired ( I have the old removed parts.). It has new brakes, all have been
re-sleeved including the master cylinder, a box new ‘Steele’ brand replacement
rubbers. Front interior still usable and a new roll Bedford cord is included for the rear
seat. A new clutch has been fitted. The car has been rewired and there are 6 new
(old stock) white wall tyres. Much more restoration has been done. (A full list of work
done is available.)
The full history of this vehicle is known, the original owner was Samuel Hordern of
Anthony Hordern Stores in Sydney.
$55,000.00 or nearest offer.
Irwin Sinclair 0438 905574

Here is a
710.

Classifieds
Classifieds

Wanted

MARVEL SCHEBLER updraught carburettor
with power pump, Patent number on side is
1536043.
Phone 59684003 Graham Smith..

**************************************************************************

Club Merchandise
To purchase items, please see the Committee Person at the next General Meeting
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$25
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CAP

$9

WIND
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$40
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DECAL
STICKER

$1

CLOTH
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BUMPER
BADGE

$3.50

$21

18

LAPEL
BADGE

$6

“NO ONE KNOWS YOUR
P A S S I O N L I K E S H A N N O N S.”

Shannons insurance is for motoring enthusiasts just like you, with features like:
n Choice of repairer n Agreed value n Multi-Vehicle & Multi-Policy discounts
n Limited Use & Club Plate cover n Laid up cover n One excess free
windscreen claim per year n Total Loss Salvage options n Home Contents
Insurance including $10,000 enthusiast cover for your collectables & tools
n Towing & storage costs as a result of loss or damage n Pay by the month
premiums at no extra cost
Call Shannons on 13 46 46 for a quote on your special car, daily drive, bike or
your home, and speak with a genuine enthusiast.

INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS | CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE | SHANNONS.COM.AU
Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the product issuer. Some benefits only apply to comprehensive vehicle cover. Shannons has not
taken account of your objectives, financial situation or needs. Read the Product Disclosure Statement before buying this insurance. Contact us for a copy.

