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Hi Everyone,
How are you all? Hopefully in the near future we
will be able to get together and enjoy each others
company and our cars too.
This month due to Covid19, once again we are
locked down and unable to get out and enjoy life.
Unfortunately the Victorian Government
Regulations currently limit our freedom of
movement and gatherings. As a result, your
Committee has to limit attendances at meetings
and events to those fully vaccinated against
Covid19 or who are in possession of an
authorized medical exemption.
Thanks Andy Detez and Beverley Sinclair and
The Boss for your input to this months magazine.
One of the plus things, this time of year, is the
great spring days we are having, well here in
East Gippsland anyway. The shed is not my
only time taker, the garden is blooming ahead
and having the garden to keep helps pass the
lockdown days more quickly. Jill is the gardener
at our place and does a great job, normally only
calling me out of the shed on a few days, which
normally involving something to do with a 4x4
vehicle. This lockdown I have been able to help
her plant 4 fruit trees and 16 other trees around
our place and not have to use the 4x4 once. I
hope spring is helping you all to pass the time
until lockdown is relaxed.
Regards Rick.
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DISCLAIMER: The committee of the Dandenong Valley
Historic Car Club Inc. and its members accept no responsibility
for the views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter or for
the accuracy of the information contained within and are
not liable for any incidents or damage that may arise from
information contained within.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Well it’s November already Christmas is just 7 weeks away hopefully we will all
be able to enjoy this year better than last year.
Our Christmas party/ Presentation dinner night is all planned for Friday 3rd of
December at the South Eastern Masonic Centre, 270 Hutton road, Keysborough,
starting time 6-30pm. We will place a bottle of red and white wine on each table,
tea and coffee will be provided BYO any additional drinks an nibbles you require.
Ellen, our normal caterer will be providing the great range of quality food as she
has done in the past, a band has be booked and we also have a special guest
appearing on the night. We will have 10 tables, each table will sit 8 members. We
can only seat a maximum of 80 members in the hall to comply with current
conditions, so first in will get a seat or you can be put on a waiting list. ,You must
QR at the entrance to the centre. You must be doubly vaccinated for Covid or
have an authorized medical exemption, as part of entry conditions into the centre.
Any further enquires please ring Ian 0419 312 304 or Heather 0448 844 460
LONG WEEKEND AWAY Thursday 17th - Monday 20th MARCH 2022
We have booked 34 rooms at Club Mulwala, overlooking lake Mulwala at
Yarrawonga.
Cost. 4 nights double $660-00.
3 nights double. $520-00
4 nights single. $460-00.
3 nights single. $360-00
The deposit sheet was in the June newsletter, if you require a new sheet let me
know and I will arrange one to be sent out. Joy and Lindsay Tharle will be
collecting your money as in the past. Please get your forms in so we can all
have another great time away enjoying each other’s company as we have in the
past. Payments can be made at club meetings or by post, cheques made out to
D.V.H.C.C. and posted to L.Tharle 14 Cherry Hills Drive CRANBOURNE 3977.
At the time of writing this report it looks like our November club meeting will
be via Zoom. If things change we will let you know via email. I think we are all tired
of being locked down and are doing the right thing as Covid numbers have gone
through the roof, so please stay safe. Heather and myself look forward to being
able to see you all face to face and being able to have a chat.

Ian

# STOP PRESS #

Finally a coming event.
The Scorsby Picnic at the Melbourne Steam Centre has been booked for the

10th. April 2022.

May this be the first listed of many outings we can finally enjoy together. Contact Peter Lafrank.

Presentation Dinner and Christmas Party.
ANNUAL PRESENTATION DINNER and CHRISTMAS PARTY
On Friday 3rd. December 2021.

Your President, Ian Clark, and his good lady Heather,
invite you to join with them at the Keysborough Masonic Centre
for the DVHCC Inc, Annual Presentation Dinner.
6.30pm start this year as we are not having nibbles to share due to Covid19.
(Bring you own nibbles if you want too.)
A bottle of Red and a bottle of White will be on each table
and some soft drinks will be available.
Please bring your own glasses and nibbles
as Covid19 precludes the food sharing we had in previous years.
A band has been arranged and also a surprise guest.
If you haven’t yet paid, please see Stan at the meeting
or post it to him.

**********************************************************************
Covid1 is still playing havoc with our event planning. Please keep an eye on
the DVHCC web page and the DVHCC Facebook page where any upcoming
events will be listed. Make sure you contact the event organizer if you intend to go, as numbers are often required by the event location.

************************************************************************
Here are some more Youtube time fillers for your enjoyment.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eHUAxxXjMm0&t=172s&ab_channel=747MPD
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EHJbuTMWkKQ&ab_channel=EcurieBertelli
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vYFdCm_ECTw&ab_channel=HymanLtd.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZrOikS5B2gs&ab_channel=AaronMaynard
Either click on them or cut and paste to your device to watch.

Club Notices
Minutes of General Meeting of the Dandenong Valley Historic Car Club held
on
1st October 2021 via Zoom
Meeting Opened at 8.02 pm.
There were 23 members on the Zoom.
The President welcomed everyone and was sorry we could not meet in person due to Covid.
Apologies: Michael and Sandra Cogley
Minutes Motion: The minutes of the September General Meeting as published in the October newsletter
be accepted as accurate. Moved Marg Detez Seconded Irwin Sinclair Passed
Secretaries Report
Jim thanked Peter for emptying the PO Box as he was not able to due to Covid restrictions
•
•
•
•
•

September 2021 Inward correspondence
AOMC review of the Club Permit scheme
Bay to Birdwood is being celebrated through a range of online activities by 3
AOMC note about incomplete registration renewals
AOMC – Bay to Birdwood online
Federation - note about incomplete registration renewals

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
1 Club Magazines by Post

Advertising Flyers
Rare spares by 2
Autoequip Australia by 3
Durolenz by 2
Motorex - Muscle Car Marvel cancelled by
Mad on Collections magazine by 1
Pitstop online by 1
Wholesale Automatics by 1
Retromotive Magazine by 6
Penrite by 4
AutoSurplus by 3
Shannons by 3
2 Club Magazines by Email
July Outward correspondence - nil

Jim outlined the proposal to place any newsletters or car magazines that the club receives online onto
the club Facebook page. This was agreed.
Motion: that the inwards correspondence is received, and outward correspondence approved for the
month of August. Moved Jim Lang Seconded Irwin Sinclair Passed
Treasurer’s Report – Stan presented the latest financial results. Motion: Treasurer’s report be accepted:  
Moved: Stan Snyders Seconded: Peter Lafrank Passed
Federation Report - Nil

Club Notices
Minutes of General Meeting of the Dandenong Valley Historic Car Club held
on
1st October 2021 via Zoom continue.
AOMC Report – Rick Cove stated he will place details in the next newsletter
Editor Report – Rick asking for content. Ian thanked Rick for another great newsletter.
Web Master Report – Nil
Swap Committee Report – Nil
Scoresby Picnic – Peter spoke regarding the Steam Society and likely dates – referred to. Committee
Past Events – Happy birthday to Graeme Smooth.
Future Events
•
3rd December Presentation Dinner – numbers and details to be decided by Committee and
published in the newsletter. Chris Donaldson asked if kids are included in the venue numbers – Ian to
decide.
•
November – Rolls Royce foundation – postponed due to Covid
•
Tasmania Trip - Geoff outlined he is waiting for revised information relating to Covid and entry
into Tasmania
General Business
Ian asked members to outline current activities whilst in lockdown.
Car or Parts for Sale - Nil
Meeting Closed

9.05 pm

A rumour is quashed,
cos, there is no truth in
the rumour that the
DVHCC member who
drives the blue Chev
Silverado is moving
across to a Dodge
Ram……..ED

Precis of the combined AOMC Delegates Meetings.
AOMC Metropolitan Delegates Meeting Held on Tuesday September 7th via zoom for
Country Delegates and on the Tuesday August 31st 2021 for City Delegates. Combined,
the delegates numbered 88 attending the two zoom meetings. .
AOMC President Iain Ross chaired both meetings and welcomed delegates he noted that the
May Delegates meeting was the first face to face meeting for over a year, and now we are back
to zoom. Iain mentioned that John Lewis (VicRoads) was to attend this meeting to take
questions, but the Minister of Transport is due to announce any changes to the road regulations
and Club Permit Scheme has subsequently put staff on an embargo on discussing the topic.
Hence John is unable to attend. Iain Ross stated that no formal information from the current
review of the system has been forthcoming, but he has been informed that the changes will be
minor.
Anti-Discrimination: AOMC have been approached by several clubs about drafting an
anti-discrimination policy. A base policy has been drafted and circulated to clubs which can be
modified to suit clubs’ individual circumstances.
Risk Management: AOMC were approached by Daryl Minter (Bass Coast Historical Auto Club)
about risk management during covid times when running an event. Concern over the monitoring
in relation to Covid-19 restrictions, such as social distancing, accurate recording of attendees,
visitors to events where there is no formal entrance, etc. The feeling is that unless 100% of
attendance monitoring can be guaranteed, such events must not be permitted to take place.
Engine Number Records: Phillip Johnstone reported that it has been bubbling along well
although it is somewhat restricted during lockdowns.
Questions were asked about the AOMC’s response to the Department of Transport survey. Like,
how was the AOMC submission to the Dept of Transport formulated? Iain Ross responded that
the submission was based on input from member clubs. Iain also stated that Rod Amos had
submitted a very detailed paper on replicas as he is concerned that inappropriate replicas would
be allowed onto the scheme. He also noted that some changes are intended to give Dept. of
Transport greater control over behaviour of faux clubs. There will be new offenses introduced
about 'operating outside the interests of the scheme. Rod spoke regarding his submission to
Dept of Transport regarding replicas in proposed changes. Latest regulations have defined
individually constructed vehicles to as close as practical to design and dimensions of the original.
Within the CPS there are actual replicas included on the scheme, such as the replica of the 1899
Benz. The proposed legislation would require these replicas to adhere to VSB 14. complete with
things like collapsible steering wheels, etc, which are all part of modern safety requirements.
A carbon copy replica would not survive if they have to adhere to VSB 14.
Rod's submission was that 2 types of replicas should be recognised: 1. A replica that is as close
as practicable to the original, such as a Cobra. These should be subject to the VSB 14
requirements. And 2: A carbon copy that should be treated as a true replica and not held to the
VSB 14 conditions.
RACV minor funding proposal: In the past clubs have been unable to access RACV funding if
they did not have an ABN. This affected mainly the smaller clubs. AOMC have made a proposal
to facilitate those clubs accessing funding through the AOMC.
It was reported that the Lang Lang proving grounds, which had been sold for $35 million, has
had the sale fall through. Other interested parties from overseas are now showing interest.
										Rick Cove

INTERNET TERMINOLOGY.
– here is a handy list to set you straight.
LOG-ON:		
LOG-OFF:
MONITOR:		
DOWNLOAD:
KEYBOARD:		
WINDOW:		
SCREEN:		
CHIP:			
BYTE:			
MEGABYTE		
LAPTOP:		
SOFTWEAR:		
HARDWEAR:
WEB:			
WEBSITE:		
MOUSE:		
UPGRADE:		
ONLINE:		
OFFLINE:		
INTERNET:
NETWORK:
USER:		
SEARCH ENGINE:
CURSOR:		
YAHOO:		

Adding wood to make the barbie hotter
Taking excess wood off the barbie.
Keeping an eye on the barbie
Getting the wood off the ute
Where you hang the car keys
What you shut when the weather is cold
What you shut in the mozzies season
A pub snack
What mozzies do
What Townsville mozzies do
Where the cat sleeps
Picnic plastic knives and forks from Maccas
Stainless steel knives and forks from K-Mart
What spiders make
Usually under the veranda or in the eves
The little rodent that eats the grain in the shed
A steep hill
Where you hang the washing
Where the washing ends up when the pegs are not strong enough.
Where you want the fish to go
What you do when you need to repair the fishing net
The neighbor who keeps borrowing things
What to do when the ute won’t go
What you say when the ute won’t go
What you say when the ute does go.

							Thanks to the Small Torque magazine from Tassie..

To

LINDSAY THARLE,
A GREAT BIG

HAPPY 80th
BIRTHDAY,
for October the 8th,
FROM ALL THE
MEMBERS OF
DVHCC. Inc.

With Caravaning being so popular today,
I thought I would share some of the vans from the past..ED

Is there any truth in the rumour, that this
will be Ian’s next teardrop caravan?

A couple of Aussies going caravaning.

Madness or just smart?

(One For Sale through Bonhams UK.)
Hope springs eternal when it's a rare car.

A 1960 Jaguar roadster that was smashed and then locked away in a shed for 25 years has
fetched $164,000 at a recent UK
Bonhams auction. That was around nine times the top estimate.

Madness? Well it depends on how you look at it. A representative of the auction house has
been quoted in UK media as saying it's not as bad as it looks.
The car spun off the road on a wet day in September 1996 and incredibly the owner walked
away from the incident.
What was left of the Jag was shoved in a shed, with the vague intention of one day fixing it
up. That day clearly never arrived.
However it would have been worth doing as this is a rare and desirable model: a XK150 S
Drophead.
It runs a 3.8lt six, claiming an impressive 265hp (197kW). That gave it a 0-100km/h time of
7.3sec and a top speed of 215km/h.
Bonhams told local media it estimates the car could be worth $400,000-plus in good
condition, which makes a restoration viable. So maybe just smart.

Hopefully it will one day be returned to its former glory

A story of a 1929 Aston Martin INTERNATIONAL S37 a story by Mark ***
(thanks to the Vintage Car Club of Queensland.)

The late Patrick Filsell was a Member of the Aston Martin Owners Club for over 50 years. He
was their Pre-war Concours Judge and acquired International chassis number S37 in1952 and
used it as his everyday car whilst finishing his last year at University.  At the end of 1953 he
moved to Cyprus/Malta to teach in the British Military school. The car languished in his garage
in the UK for the 10 years he and his wife Margaret were posted there. On his return in 1963
he immediately took it upon himself to disassemble the car into its most basic components,
with the intention of carrying out a rebuild. To his wife horror, the constituent parts were
distributed around the family home in Amersham for safe keeping. The radiator stored in a
wardrobe in the bedroom, engine in the dining room and every shelf, nook and cranny
becoming home to the parts for the next 53 years. Patrick sadly passed away in the summer
of 2015, with the car still completely dismantled, a very complex task of collating the many
thousands of parts was required. John Browning, who had previously rebuilt two Pre-war Aston
Martins, spent a week with his wife, son and Margaret sorting through the many boxes of car
parts in the house, which were mixed with the parts two Alpha Romeos, which had also been
disassembled. No mean feat by any standard, but John with his encyclopaedic knowledge of
Pre-war Aston Martins managed to complete this. Pat’s widow allowed me the honour of becoming the next custodian and the task of rebuilding the car was now my responsibility. I
decided that the car should go back together as it was the last time it was on the road 67 years
ago. The car was not going to be a glossy restoration, with gleaming new parts, but put back
together as it was in the ‘30s, maintaining the patina and character, using all the original parts
where possible, even if they looked tired and worn. I had a quote for well in excess of £100k
to rebuild it, but my dad stepped in said he’d do it for me. (He’s 80 now!) I laughed, thinking he
had no idea what to do with all the bits, not having any experience doing anything like this
previously. I expected him to start this complex Mecanno set, with no instructions and be
beaten within a month or two. Four years later, (August 2020) he competed it. I knocked up this
amateurish video on iMovie that I thought you may enjoy.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eHUAxxXjMm0

‘COLOURFUL MOTORING
ADVERTISING FROM 1914’.

*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*><*

How old is Grandpa?

The answer is at the end. It may blow you away.

Submitted by Beverley Sinclair

One evening a grandson was talking to his grandfather about current events. The grandson asked his
grandfather what he thought about the shootings at schools, the computer age, and just things in
general. The Grandfather replied, "Well, let me think a minute, I was born before there was no such
thing as Television, Penicillin, Polio shots, Frozen foods, Xerox, Contact lenses, Frisbees
and the Pill, or Credit cards, Laser beams or Ball-point pens.
Man had not invented: Pantyhose, Air conditioners, Dishwashers, Clothes dryers and the clothes
were hung out to dry in the fresh air. Space travel was only in Flash Gordon books. We thought fast
food was eating half a biscuit while running to catch the school bus.
  Your Grandmother and I got married first, and then we lived together cos we were married. Every family
had a father and a mother. Having a meaningful relationship meant getting along with your cousins.
Until I was 25, I called every woman older than me, "Mam". And after I turned 25, I still called policemen
and every man with a title, "Mister or Sir".
We were before gay-rights, computer-dating, dual careers, daycare centers, and group therapy.
Our lives were governed by the Bible, good judgment, and common sense.
  We were taught to know the difference between right and wrong and to stand up and take responsibility
for our actions. Serving your country was a privilege; living in this country was a bigger privilege. Draft
dodgers were those who closed front doors as the evening breeze started. We never heard of FM

radios, tape decks, CDs, electric typewriters, yogurt, or guys wearing earrings. We listened to Big Bands,
and Jack Benny. You know, I don't ever remember any kid blowing his brains out listening to Tommy
Dorsey.

If you saw anything with 'Made in Japan' on it, it was junk. The term 'making out' referred to how you did
on your school exam and Pizza Hut, McDonald's, and instant coffee were unheard of.
  You could buy a new Ford Coupe for $600, It was “Too bad” if you could not afford one because gas
was 11 cents a gallon. In my day: "Grass" was mowed, "Coke" was a cold drink, "Pot" was something your mother cooked in, and "rock music" was your grandmother's lullaby. "Aids" were helpers in
the Principal's office.  A "Chip" was a piece of wood,  "Hardware" was found in a hardware store and
"Software" wasn't even a word.
How old do you think I am? I bet you have some old man in mind...you are in for a shock!
Are you ready ?????

This man would be 74 years old today. (2021)

THIS GIVES YOU SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT.. PASS THIS ON TO THE OLD ONES YOU KNOW.

Your editor’s story continues...
Whilst I was restoring my 1916 Albion, I was pestering the
Department of Labour and Industry to get permission to restore
a lovely small semi-portable steam engine. In 1970, I was told
about a small steam engine up near Orbost in the area known
as Jaramond. I went to look at it and discovered it was a very
early engine built, somewhere before 1880. The engine was
mostly complete, but seized through lack of use. It was owned
by the Richardson family who had settled in the Tabbara area on
the shores of Lake Curlip in the Brodribb River. Using this small
steam engine to drive the saw bench in the Richardson’s Tabbara
sawmill, the paddle steamer, PS Curlip,was built by Samuel
Richardson and his sons in 1889. The PS Curlip was operated
along the Snowy River in Australia’s East Gippsland region
between 1890 and 1919, before it was washed out to sea by a
flash flood and broke up on the Marlo beach. Samuel Richardson
said,
died whilst going to look as a stranded steamer, just 6 months after the PS Curlip was launched.
I asked Harry Richardson, one of the family sons, if I could see if I could free the workings up, and Harry
agreed, It was not long after that, that I said to Harry “I have it turning over by hand”. Very pleased, Harry
said, “Well you’ve freed it up, so you had better take it home”. That is how I became the owner of an 1879
steam engine built in Gloucester, England by the J J Seekings and Company. From 1970 until 2003 I
pestered the Department of Labour and Industry, and their successors, to get permission to restore the
engine. Time after time, I got a big ‘NO WAY!’. The main reason was that it is a wrought iron boiler with
only a single run of rivets along the joints.  I considered stripping it out and fitting a steam generator inside
the boiler. I even had blueprints drawn up for the steam generator. In a steam boiler, the tubes are
surrounded by water and the heat goes through the tubes heating the water to boiling point and above.
In a steam generator the heat is on the outside of the pipework and the water goes through the pipe. This
is actually much safer as one litre of water will generate 1650 pounds of heated steam and can cause a
lot of damage.  The Seekings has all its original fittings except for the governor.  All the brass steam taps
have lovely wooden handles.
In 2003 I contacted Worksafe, who now are the managing body these days, and would you believe it, I
had SUCCESS. Worksafe OK’d some welding repairs to
the front of the boiler and the smokebox and the
replacment of the 26 tubes. The boiler was stripped right
down and a boilermaker was employed to do the welding.
(I was a qualified pressure vessel welder many years ago
but my certificate has well expired. ) A new bottom in the
smokebox was easy to do and a new chimney made. The
mechanics were completely stripped down and were found
to be in excellent condition. It turns out that, before I was
given it, the engine had spent 87 of it’s 91 years, under
cover. This protected everything including the lovely
wooden handles on the brass water controls. The timber
lagging is oak and I was able to save all of it apart from
one small 9” x 2.5” piece. 140 hours was spent just
resurecting the oak timber lagging. The lagging is there to
help maintain an even heat all around the boiler
cylinder and of course, so you do not burn yourself. A
mate, Peter Coleman, who has a steam musuem at
Glenmaggie, did the boiler repairs and tube replacement
for me. After being hydrostatically tested it was given a
80lb. operating ticket which surprised me.
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I would have been happy with 15lb, just to have it turning over under steam. It took a few years and it was
finished in 2010 when I took it to the Echuca Queens Birthday Rally where my 1879 steam engine won
1st. prize in the steam section.  My mother was also a steam buff.  She owned a Marshall portable steam
engine which is now up in Ballarat at Sovereighn Hill. I have a comprehensive collection of small engines
going back to 1871. Some are shop sold models and some are home made engineer models. Many I
have either made myself or restored. Nowdays the 1879 J J Seekings and Company engine has a boiler
inspection every 2 years to make sure it is OK to be operated under preassure. I do not have a Steam
Ticket to operate it but have a close friend who does and who steams it for me when I display it in public.
Moving away from steam and 4 wheels, I have an interesting motorcycle I am also restoring. I got my
motorcycle licence at the Oakleigh Police station in 1967. My bike in those days was a 125cc.Puch
scooter but fitted with a 175cc. Puch engine.  It was lethal, but I only fell of it once. I moved on to an
ex-army WWII Harley Davidson WLA which I purchased in bits for $5.00. It had been pulled apart by the
previous owner “to see how it works”. It was scattered all around his back yard with bits hanging on the
fence and in the old washhouse. It was all there and I got it up and running over a couple of months. I
fell of it only once, well I didn’t fall off it, I laid it down and slid it into the curb in the north end of Nicholson
Street, East Brunswick. The road has an “S” bend with a school crossing at the start of it. It was about
5.30pm, so well past school crossing flag time.  As I approached the “S” bend I saw a small child crossing
the crossing.  He froze in the middle of the road, so a quick decision had to be made as there was traffic
coming towards me as well. It was, ‘either hit the kid or crash the bike”. I laid it down and road on the tank
into the curb. One safe boy and apart from a bit of missing paint and my torn trousers, everything turned
out OK. I got a pack on the back and help to right the bike from the driver of the car coming towards me.
He said he was amazed that such a quick decision made to save the child and not smash into his car. I
had a few bruises, torn pants and missing paint to show for it.  That bike was destroyed in a bushfire in
Molesworth where my brother-in-law had taken it to fit a recoed engine for me after the original one ‘put
a foot out of bed’ near Nilma one day when I was going home to see mum and dad at Newborough.. Do I
have a motor bike now? Well sort of. I am restoring a WWII Excelsior Welbike. It is a parachuters motor
cycle dropped by parachute to provide mobility. It is tiny, with 8” wheels and a 98cc Villiers engine.
This is what it will look like, I hope, when I
have finished the restoration. As you can
see it folds down to fit into a slim parascute
container and according to the manual, can
be lifted out of the container and be on the
road in 11 seconds, yes, 11 seconds. This
is because it is primed up and ready to go
before being placed into the container. With
all their gear and weapons, the soldiers
were not that happy with them, as only
having a 98cc engine and only one gear,
along with small wheels, they were not wellliked and were often thrown into a ditch. Walking
was easier for them, than trying to balance
themselves on such a small motorcycle as they
were bouncing along the road. They were good for
about 90 miles on the petrol in the tanks.

I am looking for the front and back wire spokedwheels. I have a set of the same sized disc wheelsfrom a Corgi, post war scooter, but I would like the
wire ones to make it original.
Are you getting sick of my story? If so, please send
in your story to fill up your club
Cheers Rick.
magazine. 		

“

Sydney Bullen drives a car.

from Andy Detez

Sydney Bullen, my grandfather (my mum's father) was born in South Yarra in September 1912.
I have always remembered him telling me that when he brought a block of land in Balwyn (near
Kew) all his friends asked him 'why he was moving to the country'! I guess that would have been
in the late 40s or early 50s. Syd (Pa to his 10 grandchildren) was an early mentor to my Dad
(Lyle Detez). He started him in the building trade teaching him plastering. This is his story:My first driving lesson, long before I even thought of buying a car, was almost a disaster.  Les
Crawford, a friend from school days, had bought himself an old Model T Ford as soon as he was
old enough to obtain a licence.  One afternoon, he took me for a drive to show off his pride and joy.   
On the way home, he asked me if I would like to try my hand at driving, and so we swapped seats.
As I knew absolutely nothing about cars, least of all how to drive, Les had to explain the procedure
to me. What made it so awkward was the fact that he had a very bad speech impediment, far
worse than a stutter. It took him quite a time to even complete one sentence, if he became excited
he was hopeless.
The old Model T had no gear lever, just two foot pedals and a half brake. The accelerator was a
hand operated lever radiating from the steering column, just below the steering wheel. With the
hand brake applied the car was automatically held in neutral. The same applied if the pedal on the
left was held right down. I carried out each move as Les laboriously explained it. Left pedal down
and release the hand brake, pedal half way out to engage low gear and with an inch or two on the
accelerator we were moving slowly ahead.  The next move right foot off the pedal put us into top
gear and with the accelerator pulled right across we were soon picking up speed (he didn’t have a
chance to tell me about the foot brake).
My lack of experience, coupled with a
steering wheel that was slack by a good half
a turn, soon had us weaving all over the
road until I found that by keeping to the tram
lines I could steer a reasonable course. Les
was getting quite excited, I knew he was
trying to tell me something when I noticed
that we were steadily coming up behind a
tram. It was not until the tram began to roll
to a stop that it hit me, I hadn’t a clue how to
                       We
were hurtling along, more erratically that ever, when Les dropped to the floor
stop
the car.
to disappear under the dash. “It won’t do you much do down there.” I thought, closing my eyes
and waiting for the crash. Poor old Les, I could see him groveling at my feet, then miraculously
we began to lose speed. As we rolled to a stop with the bonnet almost touching the back of the
tram, I looked down at Les.  He was sprawled out on the floor with a hand on each pedal, holding
them down with all his might. He was spluttering away still trying to tell me something. At last
the message got though. I pulled the hand brake on and cut the motor. With a sigh of relief he
let go of the pedals and scrambled to his feet while I moved over to let him into the driver’s seat.
He never offered me a drive of his car ever again.

Sydney Bullen.
Sydney Bullen who’s first drive was in a Model T Ford like this one.

Thank you, Andy, It
is items like this that
make a Club Newsletter
interesting…...….......
ED.Rick.

^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^*^^*^*^*^*^*^*^

Some funnys
Weekend
Away
This has got to be one of the cleverest E-mails I've received in a while.
Someone out there, must be "deadly" at Scrabble.
PRESBYTERIAN: When you rearrange the letters: BEST IN PRAYER.
ASTRONOMER: When you rearrange the letters: MOON STARER.
DESPERATION: When you rearrange the letters: A ROPE ENDS IT.
THE EYES:
When you rearrange the letters: THEY SEE.
GEORGE BUSH: When you rearrange the letters: HE BUGS GORE.
THE MORSE CODE: When you rearrange the letters: HERE COME DOTS
DORMITORY:
When you rearrange the letters: DIRTY ROOM
SLOT MACHINES: When you rearrange the letters: CASH LOST IN ME
ANIMOSITY:
When you rearrange the letters: IS NO AMITY
ELECTION RESULTS: When you rearrange the letters: LIES - LET'S RECOUNT
SNOOZE ALARMS: When you rearrange the letters: ALAS ! NO MORE Z'S
A DECIMAL POINT: When you rearrange the letters: I'M A DOT IN PLACE
THE EARTHQUAKES: When you rearrange the letters: THAT QUEER SHAKE
ELEVEN PLUS TWO: When you rearrange the letters: TWELVE PLUS ONE
AND FOR THE GRAND FINALE:
MOTHER-IN-LAW: When you rearrange the letters: WOMAN HITLER

Classifieds
Classifieds

Wanted FRONT AND REAR WHEELS
for a WW2 parachute
Excelsior Welbike.
with 20 thick spokes and at only 8 inch
diameter they are small but solid.

Rick Cove

0401278238

**************************************************************************
FOR SALE

1936 Packard 120B sedan in good condition. Modified with a Ford 302 Cleveland engine and 3
speed auto. VASS Certificate issued 14/01/2005 . VIN No. 9928477.  Currently unregistered but
was ‘PAC 36’. $26,000 ONO. Ph. 0411 954 612 or email:- jenhad@optusnet.com.au

**************************************************************************
FOR SALE
1928 DODGE Senior 6 Sedan. Deceased Estate. Car is located in Inverloch. It looks to be a
lovely wire-wheeled sedan in good condition. Registered .RTE*652 $16,000. Contact Darrell..
0427 623 136.

Club Merchandise
To purchase items, please see the Committee Person at the next General Meeting

CLUB
MUG
CLUB
SHIRT

$25

WATERPROOF
JACKET

$70

T
O

$9

POLO
SHIRT

$28

B
A

L
I
A

V
A

E
L

CLUB
CAP

$9

WIND
CHEATER

$40

N

DECAL
STICKER

$1

CLOTH
BADGE

BUMPER
BADGE

$3.50

$21

18

LAPEL
BADGE

$6

“NO ONE KNOWS YOUR
P A S S I O N L I K E S H A N N O N S.”

Shannons insurance is for motoring enthusiasts just like you, with features like:
n Choice of repairer n Agreed value n Multi-Vehicle & Multi-Policy discounts
n Limited Use & Club Plate cover n Laid up cover n One excess free
windscreen claim per year n Total Loss Salvage options n Home Contents
Insurance including $10,000 enthusiast cover for your collectables & tools
n Towing & storage costs as a result of loss or damage n Pay by the month
premiums at no extra cost
Call Shannons on 13 46 46 for a quote on your special car, daily drive, bike or
your home, and speak with a genuine enthusiast.

INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS | CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE | SHANNONS.COM.AU
Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the product issuer. Some benefits only apply to comprehensive vehicle cover. Shannons has not
taken account of your objectives, financial situation or needs. Read the Product Disclosure Statement before buying this insurance. Contact us for a copy.

