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DANDENONG VALLEY HISTORIC CAR CLUB INC.
Incorporation No. A0000748U

 

DANDENONG VALLEY HISTORIC CAR CLUB INC. (DVHCC) 
is a member of 

The Federation of Veteran Vintage & Classic Vehicle Clubs Victoria (FVVCVC) and
 The Association of Motoring Clubs (AOMC)

 The DVHCC Caters for vehicles manufactured prior to 31 December 1942.
 Website: http://www.dvhcc.com.au

The next meeting will be
the General Meeting to be held at,

 Dandenong Agricultural Society Club Rooms   
on the 1st of May 2026.

Dandenong Show Grounds, Bennet Street, Dandenong.
Meeting commences at 8.00pm 

***  2025/26 CAR OF THE YEAR  ***
1937 Pontiac Silver Streak and Don Caravan - Ray Griffin 

Don’t forget the Closing Date for 
June 2026  Newsletter is the 

14th of May 2026. 
Please get your interesting items in 

well before that date.



     Across the Editor’s Desk

For this month’s DVHCC’s Newsletter cover I have to thank Kevin C. once again for his 
assistance.  I believe the photo is one of Kevin’s own photos which he sent to me ready to place 
into place.  Once again, I thank you Kevin, I appreciate you work and long may you continue to 
help me with the covers etc..

I received ‘Letters to the Editor’, articles, emails, photos and more this month from Gary S., Irwin 
and Bev S., Leigh H., John J., Jim L., Graeme C., Tim Mce., IAN C., Len M.,and to Rosie.  
I thank you all.  
Please keep your articles letters, photos etc coming to share with your fellow members.
						    
						      Cheers Rick.

DVHCC Editor.

Hello Members, 
 
The Federation Scoresby Picnic looks to have been a real hit.  More people and vehicles than 
any previous Federation Scoresby Picnic, so well done to all of you who helped with the day.  
You will see that I have used a myriad of photos this month.  My thanks to all of you who sent 
them to me.

I have requested many times for photos for the Newsletter to be emailed to me as I have great 
difficulty in downloading them from my phone to my computer.  My thanks to those of you who 
have sent them to me by email, even after forwarding them to my phone first, and after a request 
going to the extra trouble to forward them by email.  I had so many photos to choose from that it 
took a long time to work out all how to fit in the best ones. 

I am sorry I missed the monthly meeting on the 1st of June. I was not able to watch it on my 
computer as I had surprise visitors for tea and by the time all was finished, the meeting was over.

I knew about John J’s letter as I was going to publish it in the May DVHCC Newsletter but a 
decision was made to hold it off to this issue.  If you did not fully understand what John was 
leading too, you can read it and more on page 12 this month magazine.

We have not had a section called, ‘Letters to the Editor’ before, but with a subject like 
‘Future of our Club’ will bring a lot of feelings to hand, ‘Letters to the Editor’ is therefore an 
appropriate section to include.  

Please remember that I have the right, as Editor, to publish or not publish anything sent to 
me for this magazine, be it for or against any important subject, such as the ‘Future of Our 
Club’.  I will certainly accept for publication all written and signed/named submissions 
relating to the ‘Future  of Our Club.’    

I am not going to put in my thoughts on this important subject, but please, feel free to put your 
thoughts on paper, but remember that there is a Closing Date for the Newsletter each month.  
The Closing Date is the 14th of each month, which is the date I try to get it to the printers, so 
please get anything to be included in each month, well before the closing date, so that I have 
time to process it and make room to fit it in.



2 DVHCC Committee and Other Positions.

             President’s Report, June 2026

President. Ian Clark (Heather). 			   0419 312 304. 		 president@dvhcc.com.au
Vice-President. Len Mizzi (Pam). 			   0403 230 641. 		 vicepresident@dvhcc.com.au
Secretary and Public Officer. Jim Lang (Cici). 	 0412 559 717. 		 secretary@dvhcc.com.au
Treasurer. Brian Jelliff. 				    0417 313 422. 		 treasurer@dvhcc.com.au
Club Captain. Gary Stocking (June). 			  0418 140 844. 		 clubcaptain@dvhcc.com.au
Committee Person. Leigh Howes (Diane). 		  0413 883 768. 		 committeeperson@dvhcc.com.au
Editor. Rick Cove (Jill). 				    0401 278 238. 		 editor@dvhcc.com.au
DVHCC Representatives.
Publicity Officer. Gary Stocking 			   0418 140 844. 		 publicity@dvhcc.com.au
Safety & CPS Officer. Leigh Howes 			   0413 883 768. 		 permit@dvhcc.com.au
Assistant Safety & Permit Officer. Irwin Sinclair 	 0438 905 574. 		 permit@dvhcc.com.au
Webmaster. Kevin Clarence 				    0417 558 613. 		 web@dvhcc.com.au
Assistant Webmaster. Ben Macdonald 		  0431 525 615. 		 web@dvhcc.com.au
Federation VVCVVC Reps. Max Hobson 		  0424 229 040. 		 federation@dvhcc.com.au
                                                 Paul Tangy 		  0418 627 650. 		 federation@dvhcc.com.au
AOMC Reps. Rick Cove 				    0401 278 238. 		 aomc@dvhcc.com.au
                        Ian Clark 				    0419 312 304. 		 aomc@dvhcc.com.au
Sub-Committees.
Scoresby Picnic. Gary Stocking 			   0418 140 844. 		 picnic@dvhcc.com.au
		      Len Mizzi 				    0403 230 641. 		 picnic@dvhcc.com.au
 		      Ray Griffin 				    0409 216 273. 		 picnic@dvhcc.com.au
		      Michael Cogley 			   0425 875 116. 		 picnic@dvhcc.com.au

 Please refer to your club register for home phone numbers and addresses.
……………………………………........................................................................................................................................
DVHCC Inc. Bank Details :-  	 Name....Dandenong Valley Historic Car Club.
BENDIGO BANK ONLY.  				    BSB :- ..633-000  ...Account No. 159 329 507..
							       Please ID payments to this account with your name.
=================================================================================

June is coming up quickly, the next thing it will be tax time again, but the most important thing to 
mark on the calendar is the DVHCC Presentation dinner on Saturday 13th of June at 6-30pm.  
This will be held at the South Eastern Masonic Centre at Keysborough.  If you haven’t put your 
name down, please let Ian or Brian know ASAP, for catering purposes.

At our June General Meeting, Peter Jones will be doing an approximately 40 minute presentation 
on the ‘Future of the Club’.  Irwin Sinclair and John Jenkins have both put their thoughts in this 
month’s DVHCC Newsletter.

As President, I love this family based Club but, as our membership is declining each year, we all 
need to have a good think into the future.  A lot of us have enjoyed part of the 52 years the Club 
has been running.  Unfortunately, none of our children or grandchildren have joined the Club.  
Why? Well they have later than 1942 cars and some are very good cars as well.

Remember our July General Meeting will be followed by the AGM.  All positions will be declared 
vacant, so if you wish to be part of the Committee please fill out a nomination form which will be 
available from the Secretary at our June and July meetings.

Safe driving Ian.



3.  Minutes of General Meeting of the Dandenong Valley Historic Car Club 
held on 1st of May 2026 at DAS 

Apologies: Don Fliener and Margaret Hope, 
Pam and Ernie Hopgood, Rick and Jill Cove, Jim 
Lang, Leigh Howes, Brian Savory, Brian Jelliff, 
Les Lucas, Don Jones, Ray Nichol, Max Hobson, 
Amanda Eagles, Paul and Lyn McMillan, Max and 
Jenni Tuckerman

Motion: The minutes of the April General Meeting 
published in the May newsletter be accepted as 
accurate.  Moved Irwin Sinclair	 Seconded Tim 
McEgan Passed

Secretaries Report - 
Motion: That the inwards correspondence is 
received, and outward correspondence approved 
for the month of April 2026.  
Moved .Len Mizzi Seconded Dulcie Strahan	
Passed

Treasurer’s Report – Nil, Treasurer absent

AOMC Report: Nil - next meeting is on 18th May.

Editor Report:	 More content needed

Past Events:
•	 Buddy Holly run was excellent. We will go 
there again later this year. This was followed with 
lunch at the Hallam Hotel.
•	 Scoresby Picnic – excellent day - we think 
this was the largest one so far.

Future Events:
•	 Lake Goldsmith weekend
•	 Yarra Junction Museum run was cancelled 
due to lack of response from them.
•	 National Motoring Heritage Day.
•	 June 7 - run to Gary and June Stocking - 
movie and lunch.
•	 June 13. Presentation Dinner 

General Business:
•	 Michael Cogley passed on Ron Barnett’s 
thanks to members for their good wishes. 

•	 Michael also outlined that the Bendigo Car 
Club acknowledged our Club on their run and 
commented on the Cadillac Club tour in Echuca.

•	 Sam Capes spoke briefly about his 
experience with Parkinson’s disease.

•	 Irwin Sinclair told the members about 
a new renewal declaration form. It is to state 
that our cars are in a roadworthy condition.

•	 John Jenkins read out a letter he 	
	 wrote to the editor regarding:
o	 club membership numbers
o	 club events
o	 concern of losing membership
o	 financial concerns
o	 pre 1942 requirements
	 and recommended the club should 
	 consider a change in the age 
	 requirements of Club cars.

•	 Gary Stocking spoke to John’s 
	 suggestions
o	 many people have had this in mind.
o	 aging and reducing membership.
o	 defining a historic vehicle.
o	 what is best for the survival of our Club
o	 a lot of benefit from and for the 
	 younger generation

•	 Suggestions made from the floor-
o	 form a committee
o	 survey members
o	 how do we proceed?

•	 A couple of members spoke on what 	
	 they felt ought to be looked at.

	 A small group will first look at what 
	 is needed before this committee is 	
	 formed.

Car or Parts for Sale: Nil

Meeting Closed.   Not recorded.	  

	 Jim Lang Secretary, 
	 subscribed by Len Mizzi

	 Ian Clark President



**  IMPORTANT NOTICES  ** 
================================================================================= 

4 ......COMING EVENTS..2026.....
========================================================================================
PLEASE NOTE. 
Invitation Events have a BRACKETED STAR (*) before the date.  
No (*) means that it is a Club Event.

(*)  Saturday 30th and Sunday 31st May.  Winton Classic.  
The 49th Historic Winton.   Enjoy a weekend of non-stop racing featuring historic 
car races from the 1920s to the 1980s as well as a huge array of veteran, vintage, rare and unusual 
vehicles on display.

(*) Saturday 16th and or Sunday 17th May.  National Motoring Heritage Day 2026.
Heyfield Vintage Machinery Rally. 9:30 am. Gordon Street Reserve Gordon Street Heyfield, VIC

Wednesday 20th May.  The Warren Glen Nursery for lunch. 
This is a beautiful place to visit, lunches are very reasonably priced.
Address:-  373-383 Ringwood-Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte, afterwards you can park in the 
Main Street of Warrandyte and watch the Yarra river flowing towards Melbourne.

 Friday 5TH of JUNE.
DVHCC General Meeting at DAS 8.00pm.

Sunday 7th June.  Brunch and a movie at Clyde. Be our guests for Sunday brunch and 
a Midday Movie at the Stockings place. Food, tea & coffee will be supplied at 11.00am in the 
dining room followed by the Movie starting around midday. The movie is “ Song Sung  Blue”.
Bookings essential for catering purposes, phone or text Gary on 0418140844.
Our Address is 1 Circular Crescent, Clyde North.
Meet in front of the Club house. This is the brick building right in front of you when you come down the 
main village driveway. I would like to enter the Club house as a group so we know everyone is there.
ADDRESS - 1 Circular Crescent, Clyde North.

Saturday 13th June. Presentation Dinner at the 
South Eastern Masonic Centre.

Wednesday 24th June.   12.00pm Lunch at Sandown Dogs,   View Road Springvale. 
			   ( Between Heatherton and Lightwood Roads, Springvale)

Friday 3rd July.  AGM at Showgrounds. 

Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th July. FREE VINTAGE CAR PARTS. See the top of the next page.

=========================================================================

.....WANTED.....
The Committee want your
suggestions for Club runs.

Please tell them where you would like 
to go to, and to share with your other 

Club members.

Melbourne is a big place, so please put your 
thinking caps on and suggest the venue or 

venues to someone on the Committee.

Best pre1930 vehicle
1929 Hupmobile
TREVOR BARBY

Best Classic Vehicle 1930 - 1945
Singer Junior
THYS STRYKER

Best Post War Classic 1945 - 1970
Dodge 
DAVID WATKINS

Best Commercial Vehicle
International C1300 Fire Engine.
M BUTLER

Best Motorcycle
1973 Santee Chopper
MERV TRACEY

Stationary Engine Award
1912 Cooper 
ROBERT LEWIS

Presidents Award
1936 Ford Hotrod
MARK HOLYOAK

The Winners at the Federation Scoresby Picnic. 
26th April 2026



**  IMPORTANT NOTICES  ** 
================================================================================= 
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FREE VINTAGE CAR PARTS.
Massive garage cleanout. 

Everything must go and everything is FREE
Large range of 1920’s Austin parts including chassis, axles, wheels, 

and assorted components.

Take what you can use. Anything remaining will be sent to scrap.

Date : 4 & 5 July 
Location: Cockatoo, Victoria. 

For Address and updates or enquiries please send an email to:
deannenye@gmail.com

=========================================================================

from all your DVHCC friends.



 6 FEDERATION SCORESBY PICNIC   26th of April 2026. 
========================================================================

Something for everyone
and

some prize winners too.
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FEDERATION SCORESBY PICNIC   26th of April 2026. 

========================================================================

Well that’s another one done and dusted. Our 2026 Federation Picnic was a great success. 

With a warm sun and a cool breeze, you couldn’t go wrong. The gates were opened at 7:45 and 
the workers began their many tasks. Cars started coming around 8:30. There was a slow start 
but keep in mind the official entry time was 10am. The parking Marshall’s had their hands full 
between 9 and 10:30.
 
As each car entered the driver was given a raffle ticket. This was for two reasons, one reason 
being to count the number of cars on show, the second was their entry in the gate raffle.

 We had a wide variety of vehicles ranging from Minis to Chevy’s. A couple of Car Clubs came 
in convoy. We had Model ‘A’  Ford group, an Austin A30 group,the Chrysler Restorers, some 
Hot Rod groups and many others.

The food vendors did well and a couple of accessories stalls did OK too.  There was the animal 
petting zoo and some singers. We had the trophy presentations and the raffle draws around 1pm.

All this could not have happened if we didn’t have the planning and the helpers on the day. 

Well done to our DVHCC Club members who are always there to help, whether it be parking 
Marshall’s, the raffle ticket sellers, the putting up and taking down of the gazebos, the prizes 
and trophies and lots of other things.

We had close to 300 cars and I must say I haven’t ever seen so many cars parked so far 
away from the main hub.

Looking forward to this run next year.					     from Len Mizzi.

Singers on the day were Damian and Katie Mizzi 
and Katie’s daughter who is pictured here.

Danika Dakic.
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FEDERATION SCORESBY PICNIC   26th of April 2026.

========================================================================

CARS, CARS and more CARS.
and much more as well.



9 FEDERATION SCORESBY PICNIC   26th of April 2026. 
========================================================
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FEDERATION SCORESBY PICNIC   26th of April 2026.  

========================================================
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FEDERATION SCORESBY PICNIC   26th of April 2026.  

===========================================================================

THE END OF A VERY SUCCESSFUL DAY. 
Thank you to all those who attended and to those who helped set up etc.

See you next year!



 
				  
===========================================================================

12 13LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Our Club!  by John Jenkins
Statistically speaking, I will be just a memory in 8 years. How many of our members will be likewise.

When Irwin was President, we had over 110 members. We now have about sixty five.  

Can you envisage our now vibrant Club in 8 years?  

Last year, we had promotion pamphlets printed. They were and are taken to all events and are available for all members 
to encourage prospective members. Indefatigable Gary Stocking is promoting our Club via social media. We organize ex-
cellent DVHCC events such as Scoresby Picnic and Australia Day which are well attended by the public and so publicize 
our DVHCC. Further needed strategies have not been forthcoming.  

ALL OF THE ABOVE IS NOT ENOUGH. Should membership decline to a certain level, then essential expenditure will 
exceed income.  Essential expenditure presently includes insurance, hall hire, monthly magazine and sundries.  A viable 
Club must be a financial Club.

As much as the most determined members who want to retain our pre 43 stipulation, I also would also prefer to retain 
that stipulation. I doubt this is feasible.  I hope that I am wrong, and that there is strategy  to maintain the pre 43 
requirement and ensure that DVHCC will be viable in decades to come.

If members choose to relax the pre 43 requirement, then prolonged discussion may occur before a 
specific date is agreed upon. Accepting vehicles with carburetors or chrome bumpers may retain the ideals and ethos of 
our club, and also attract the new members needed for its longevity. 

I believe that our declining membership needs discussion. Should a saving strategy fail to arise, then the contentious 
issue of altering the pre 43 requirement needs consideration. 

 I invite Ian to include this issue as an agenda item.  

Footnote.  Our constitution states that “The vehicle is an eligible Club vehicle if manufactured prior to 
31 December 1942”.  I have used “pre 43” for brevity.

===========================================================================
As Editor I have the right to query things that I do not understand and I contacted John to 
explain the reference to “Accepting vehicles with carburetors or chrome bumpers...” and John has 
requested that I print my query and his reply. See Below........
==================================================================================
Sent: Sunday, April 12, 2026 8:45 PM
To: John Jenkins
Subject: Your letter

Hi John,
I am of a similar view to you, but I feel it is inevitable that we may have to go to a more recent date.

I have read your letter and I will publish it in the May Newsletter, but did you mean this statement or  something 
different. Quote:- “Accepting vehicles with carburetors or chrome bumpers may retain the ideals” -: Unquote.

I think that ALL of our vehicles have “Carburetors” and they are already accepted in the Club.
Please let me know to present it unchanged or will you modify it.
Regards Rick.
DVHCC Editor.
-----Original Message----- From: John Jenkins
Sent: Sunday, April 12, 2026 9:50 PM
To: rckcv@wideband.net.au
Subject: Re: Your letter
Hi Rick,
             Thanks for your response. Carburetors generally were superseded in about 1985. Similarly, chrome 
bumpers also lasted until about mid eighty’s. So my suggestion for accepting carbys and chrome would specify
a flexible date of late eighty’s. So such vehicles would be about 36 years old. When our club was started, we 
accepted vehicles that were 31 years old. So I feel that we would retain the ideals of our club, and not accept
vehicles as late as 2001 which are accepted for the CPS.  Such late cars would presently be rejected by many 
members.     Cheers,John J



 
				  
===========================================================================

13 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
==========================================================================

MY RESPONSE by Irwin Sinclair, (Past President and Life member of DVHCC.

Some people raised a very relevant point at our last May meeting about the future of our great club and that something 
needs to be done soon rather than later if our club is to continue successfully in coming years.

In the past our membership exceeded 110 members and the club provided well for owners of pre 1942 vehicles. In fact, 
I can recall a member saying to me – we need to put a limit on joining members so as not to exceed a manageable 
group for continuation of our club in the future coming years as everything was going well at the time. 

I would like to point out that our current President and his committee are not responsible for the drop off in 
memberships that we are experiencing. We only need to look at our last successful weekend away to Bendigo and 
the Scoresby picnic which was one of the best to date where an estimated 300 plus vehicles attended.

Sadly, with time, and age catching up on us, we have seen a decline in membership and a decline in activity from our 
older age group, compared to previous activity in past years. Driving their old car is not easy or in some cases 
impossible. Last meeting it was pointed out to me that in the row I was sitting there were 6 members all in their middle 
80’s. A valid point we then made that many of this group including myself may not be alive in 5 to 10 years.

To attract younger members, we do need to raise the years of cars acceptable in our club. I would hope that we can 
accept members coming to events in their modern vehicle when unable to manage driving their older car.

In my opinion future weekends away need to be closer to Melbourne as possible. This may result in dearer 
accommodation but cheaper petrol costs and more old cars will come as driving long distances is getting too hard 
for man and machine.

While Rick Cove is doing an excellent job and we appreciate all the work he does for the magazine, printing and 
postage costs are increasing and many members like myself will opt to get the electronic version of our newsletter, it 
looks like we ill be well short of the 100 minimum cheaper postage rates. 

Another cheaper way to still issue the magazine would be to exclude the hard cover and have fewer pages that can 
be folded to an envelope size using standard postage and not costing up to $8.50 a copy to post.

The newsletter is the most important communication tool for all members as many members can not attend regular 
meetings and rely entirely on the newsletter. To me an electronic newsletter presents too many possibilities of being 
overlooked or deleted and then upcoming activities are lost.

In conclusion, yes, we do urgently need to raise the year of eligibility of our cars, something I would have opposed 
10 years ago, but in reality, now is the time. And now is the time to work out a better solution for the newsletter so 
that all members receive a hard copy of our magazine.   Regards Irwin.

===========================================================================
Thank you John and Irwin for your ‘Letters to the Editor” on this important subject.  

I have the right, as Editor, to publish or not publish anything sent to me for this magazine, 
be it for or against any important subject such as the ‘Future of Our Club’.  I will certainly 
accept for publication all written and signed/named submissions relating to the ‘Future
 of Our Club.’                  Signed Rick, DVHCC Inc. Editor.
===========================================================================
This photo was sent to me by the Secretary of 
the Paynesville RSL.  It was taken on 
ANZAC DAY as we left the Paynesville 
service in my 1940 Chevrolet Staff Car.  
It shows my 16 year old grandson, 
Cameron, driving Jill and I on to Bairnsdale 
for the Bairnsdale upcoming remembrance 
service.
Notice the ‘L’ plate.  Cameron had a total of 
only 2.5hour s driving anything on the road 
on his ‘L’s and never ‘3 on the tree’ either. 
He did well!  Thanks Cameron! Poppy Rick.
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Ladyfinger raspberry cheesecake -                                                               

 
This Month’s Funnies 

===========================================================================
Ingredients

200g digestive biscuits
100g butter, melted
2 tsp gelatin
375g cream cheese
1/2 cup caster sugar
300ml sour cream
1/4 cup raspberry jam
12 ladyfinger or 
savoiardi biscuits
1/2 cup cream, 
whipped
375g fresh raspberries

Method
Step 1
Grease and line a 20cm springform cake tin with baking paper. In a food processor, blitz 
biscuits into fine crumb. Add butter and blitz to combine. Pour into prepared cake tin and 
press into an even layer in the base. Refrigerate while you prepare the filling.

Step 2
Sprinkle gelatin over 1/4 cup cold water in a small bowl. Leave for 3 minutes, then 
microwave for 20 seconds until gelatin dissolves when whisked with a fork. Allow to 
cool for a couple of minutes.

Step 3
Wipe out the bowl of the food processor. Process cream cheese with caster sugar un-
til smooth. Add gelatin mixture and sour cream and mix again. Pour into cake tin on top 
of biscuit base. Dollop raspberry jam across the top and use a skewer to swirl into the 
cheesecake mixture. Refrigerate for 4 hours until set.

Step 4
Release the spring on the tin and carefully remove the sides. Use a large palette knife 
to gently ease the cheesecake from the base and paper onto serving plate.

Step 5
Cut ladyfinger biscuits in half crossways. Spread a little whipped cream on the back 
and press onto the side of the cheesecake. Repeat with a second half, pressing it 
onto the side of the cheesecake snugly against the first biscuit. Continue until you 
have covered the entire outside of the cake. Tumble fresh raspberries on top of the 
cheesecake just before serving.
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This Month’s Funnies 

===========================================================================

CLUE.
Look at it upside down if you can’t work it out,
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				    England to Australia Overland  No.10.
==========================================================================

 
				    England to Australia Overland  No.10.
===========================================================================

Up at 4:00 am and away by 5:00. Journey good compared to last Monday with van going well. 
Stopped for a break just after Gagni then carried on and it actually started to rain as we approached 
Kabul where we arrived at 2:00 pm. After much searching, we finally found Friends Hotel and, as we 
parked up, there was a lot of thunder and the rain increased. I felt really tired, but a cup of soup and 
two of tea, sorted me out. On the other hand, Jim is not at all well and retired at 8:00pm. After 
yesterday’s feast, I’ve had nothing to eat today.
Nice lie in as we’re in the shade of some trees. On rising we were all just dithering about doing our 
own things. Finally, I went and posted my post-cards and letters, but I forgot to insist on them being 
franked. They never arrived. (When I look back on this incident, I am not surprised, as the teller had 
a pile of stamps at his right hand, one of which he picked up and stuck to each card or letter and then 
threw it in a bin at his feet. There was obviously no glue on the stamps and, at the end of the day he 
would remove them, put them back in the pile and use them again the next day. He would then get 
the money or part of it that I had paid. I never made this mistake again). Afterwards, I walked around 
the town and bought some ice cream then continued looking for the Mercedes Hotel in Chicken 
Street to get some (what)? There is nothing mentioned here in my diary. I must have been 
distracted). Finally, I ended up at ‘Place with no Name’ and indulged in a good meal of mango 
squash, vegetable soup with bread, tomato and onion omelette and tea.
Back to the camp and Fred decided to wash the van. I decided to walk around town again, look for 
some sandals, and do some photography. Searched the market but all sandals were too small. 
Finally found a nice, stitched leather pair for 200 afghanis, I bought them for 140 afghanis. From 
behind me I heard the popular phrase of baksheesh (money) and on turning was confronted with a 
leper boy with a red sore hollow in the place of a nose, a lipless mouth and a few rotted teeth. This 
is one of the situations we westerners just have to get used to seeing in these places. This boy was 
in general good condition but some can only be described as hideous. The problem here is, that if 
you give some money, you will immediately be surrounded by a lot more similar persons and they will 
follow you for ages with the numbers increasing. I walked away but was immediately harassed by two 
more boys one with a penknife to sell for 350 afs. and the other with a lapis lazuli ring for 800 afs. By 
the time we arrived at the campsite it was 100 afs. And 200 afs. I finally bought the knife when it was 
offered for 50afs. I wonder what happened to it? Another Afghan lad told me the sandals were worth 
60 afs.
Out in the evening to Sigi’s. Banana milk shake, Wiener schnitzel with potatoes, tomatoes, carrots, 
cucumber, lettuce and bread; strawberry pancake and green tea; 60 afs. The schnitzel was probably 
the best I’d ever had.
Friday 7th June or week 7, day 43. Another lie in, then a short walk round town taking in some more 
ice cream then back to the van and a relaxing afternoon reading, (The Hunter and the Whale by 
Laurens van der Post). It was a lovely cool day. I think we will be leaving for Pakistan tomorrow. 
Probably Fred and I will set off early, leaving Jim and Sheila to make a later start and catch up with 
us en-route. To Sigi’s again for a meal and we call in to see Charles whom we have heard is at the 
Jam Hotel. Also, Roger, who is an antique dealer; and we all go to Sigi’s, where, not surprisingly 
anymore, we meet Henny and Lies and a Mancunian (Manchester) couple with their American 
friends. Menu tonight was strawberry milkshake, goulash with the usual vegetables, pancake with 
strawberries and chai (tea). A good evening except I think I developed the Hong Kong’s (diarrhea). 
We have decided to leave a day later so Charles can come along with us. This means I must extend 
my visa.
Next morning, after a cup of tea, Jim and I walk down to the Police Station and inquire at the 
passport and visa department about extensions. First one bloke says I can’t have one as mine is a 
transit not a tourist visa. Then another tells me to leave my passport and return at 3:00pm. We then 
go to the Pakistan and Indian Embassies to inquire about border crossings. We received various 
information including the fact that the Indian side is only open on Wednesdays and Thursdays, so 
we returned to the campsite to inform the others. Sheila has had a bad night and is still quite unwell 
(Hong Kong’s again I suspect), although mine seems OK now. Have a shower and do some clothes 
washing. At 3:00pm I go and get my visa; a four-day extension which gives us more time if Sheila 
still feels unwell tomorrow.
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We walk around the town some more then back to the campsite for minestrone soup, bread and 
butter, gooseberries and custard. Fred and Sheila are both in bed by 8:00pm so Jim and I go for 
another exploratory walk, then pop into the Moustaffa Hotel for chai and, who should we meet but 
Henny and Lies. Henny has been unwell all day too. Back at the campsite we sit talking till 
11:00pm when we retire too.
Up at 8:00am and at 10:00am, Jim and I set off for a further walk around Kabul. We meet a Stoke 
couple who advise us to get Indonesian visas here as there are no problems and they are half the 
price than in Malaysia. Went to Sigi’s for breakfast of scrambled eggs and hot chocolate. Back 
at the campsite at 2:00pm where I had some tea followed by a lovely hot shower. Feeling really 
relaxed so just read. A bit of home cooking tonight, then further reading before retiring. And I’m 
feeling really tired after all the walking, should sleep well.

Road to Kabul Hand Carts for Hire

Melon Seller Women’s Business

Builders Quarters Letter Writers and Readers




