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DANDENONG VALLEY HISTORIC CAR CLUB INC.
Incorporation No. A0000748U

 

DANDENONG VALLEY HISTORIC CAR CLUB INC. (DVHCC) 
is a member of 

The Federation of Veteran Vintage & Classic Vehicle Clubs Victoria (FVVCVC) and
 The Association of Motoring Clubs (AOMC)

 The DVHCC Caters for vehicles manufactured prior to 31 December 1942.
 Website: http://www.dvhcc.com.au

The next meeting will be
the General Meeting to be held at,

 Dandenong Agricultural Society Club Rooms   
on the 1st of May 2026.

Dandenong Show Grounds, Bennet Street, Dandenong.
Meeting commences at 8.00pm 

***  2025/26 CAR OF THE YEAR  ***
1937 Pontiac Silver Streak and Don Caravan - Ray Griffin 

Don’t forget the Closing Date for 
June 2026  Newsletter is the 

14th of May 2026. 
Please get your interesting items in 

well before that date.



     Across the Editor’s Desk

For this month’s DVHCC’s Newsletter cover I have to thank Kevin C. once again for his 
assistance.  The photo is one of Gary’s own photos which, as soon as I set eyes on it, I knew 
that it was for the cover.  Once again I thank you Kevin, I appreciate you work.

I received articles, emails, photos and more this month from Gary S., Irwin and Bev S., Leigh 
Howes, John J., Margaret H.,Jim L., Iand an C. I thank you all.  Please keep your articles letters, 
photos etc coming to share with your fellow members.

Cheers Rick.

Hello Members, 
 
I hope you all had a great ‘Weekend Away’ in Bendigo.  Well, I know that ‘YOU ALL’ didn’t go, 
so this months DVHCC Inc Newsletter is full of photos and write-ups of the great time those of 
you who went, had.  With all of these great photos, I decided to share the earnings from the 
swap meets with those of you who didn’t go to Bendigo. I decided I would go for all colour in this 
months Newsletter.

I had so many photos to choose from that it took a long time to work out all how to fit in the best 
ones. So Ladies, sorry no ‘Easy Recipe’ for you this month. Maybe I’ll double up next month.  

The daily write-ups of the trip to Bendigo are worth a read.  My thanks to John J., Margaret H., 
and Irwin and Beverley S. for the daily write-ups to go with the photos.

One sad bit of news for those of you who subscribe to “Restored Cars” magazine is that Eddie 
and Jeanette Ford, have announced that “Restored Cars” is FOR SALE, and they will be retiring 
shortly.  I understand that they are looking for someone to take over the magazine.

Eddie and Jeanette started off with “Custom Rodder”, followed it up with, I think, “Custom Vans 
and Trucks” and in about 1973/4 started the “Restored Cars” Magazine. The next issue will be 
No. 296.  I have every issue of all three magazines and feature in a couple of them as well.  

For fifty-two years “Restored Cars’ has been eagerly awaited at our place and I would be 
surprise if a new buyer can keep up the standard Eddie and Jeanette have strived to and 
successfully produced.  

I know just how much work it takes to produce this the DVHCC Newsletter, and I hate to think 
just how much time and effort the ‘Fords’ have put in to their publications over the past years.



2 DVHCC Committee and Other Positions.

             President’s Report, MAY 2026

President. Ian Clark (Heather). 			   0419 312 304. 		 president@dvhcc.com.au
Vice-President. Len Mizzi (Pam). 			   0403 230 641. 		 vicepresident@dvhcc.com.au
Secretary and Public Officer. Jim Lang (Cici). 	 0412 559 717. 		 secretary@dvhcc.com.au
Treasurer. Brian Jelliff. 				    0417 313 422. 		 treasurer@dvhcc.com.au
Club Captain. Gary Stocking (June). 			  0418 140 844. 		 clubcaptain@dvhcc.com.au
Committee Person. Leigh Howes (Diane). 		  0413 883 768. 		 committeeperson@dvhcc.com.au
Editor. Rick Cove (Jill). 				    0401 278 238. 		 editor@dvhcc.com.au
DVHCC Representatives.
Publicity Officer. Gary Stocking 			   0418 140 844. 		 publicity@dvhcc.com.au
Safety & CPS Officer. Leigh Howes 			   0413 883 768. 		 permit@dvhcc.com.au
Assistant Safety & Permit Officer. Irwin Sinclair 	 0438 905 574. 		 permit@dvhcc.com.au
Webmaster. Kevin Clarence 				    0417 558 613. 		 web@dvhcc.com.au
Assistant Webmaster. Ben Macdonald 		  0431 525 615. 		 web@dvhcc.com.au
Federation VVCVVC Reps. Max Hobson 		  0424 229 040. 		 federation@dvhcc.com.au
                                                 Paul Tangy 		  0418 627 650. 		 federation@dvhcc.com.au
AOMC Reps. Rick Cove 				    0401 278 238. 		 aomc@dvhcc.com.au
                        Ian Clark 				    0419 312 304. 		 aomc@dvhcc.com.au
Sub-Committees.
Scoresby Picnic. Gary Stocking 			   0418 140 844. 		 picnic@dvhcc.com.au
		      Len Mizzi 				    0403 230 641. 		 picnic@dvhcc.com.au
 		      Ray Griffin 				    0409 216 273. 		 picnic@dvhcc.com.au
		      Michael Cogley 			   0425 875 116. 		 picnic@dvhcc.com.au

 Please refer to your club register for home phone numbers and addresses.
……………………………………........................................................................................................................................
DVHCC Inc.Bank Details :-  	 Name....Dandenong Valley Historic Car Club.
BENDIGO BANK ONLY.  				    BSB :- ..633-000  ...Account No. 159 329 507..
							       Please ID payments to this account with your name.
=================================================================================

Hello everyone. 
What has happed since my last report? We had our weekend away at Bendigo to finish off the month of March.  
My thanks John for all the time you put in planning our 4 days away and making sure the whole weekend ran 
smoothly.  We came in about $300.00 under budget, 
Another ‘Big Thanks’ is to Paul Tangey who opened up his house for everyone to attend a BBQ on the Saturday 
night, just a few days after the passing of his Mother.  We presented Paul with a Protea to plant in memory of his 
mum. Thanks Mazz, Pete, Marg and Stan for a wonderful BBQ meal enjoyed by all the members.
Don’t forget your Annual Membership is now due, the membership forms were in last month’s Newsletter.  Spare 
copies are available from Brian at the meetings.
Our April meeting which was held on Good Friday was not well attended, but those who were there, enjoyed the 
Easter Eggs and Hot X buns for supper.
In the future when you get your CPS Permit signed and stamped, you will be asked to fill out a form and sign it 
stating that your car is in roadworthy condition and suitable to be on the CPS Permit Scheme.
Today we attended Jill and Nigel Smiths home to view their Buddy Holly Collection.  What a fantastic collection 
of memories they have on display, and afterwards, they joined us at the Hallam Hotel for lunch, for those who 
missed today we will be going back in the future for you all to see.
We have a couple of Sickies unfortunately.  We wish a speedy recovery to Ron Barnett, Frank Fazio and Myra 
Capes who are not on top of the world at the moment.
Cheers Ian. 
 



3.  Minutes of General Meeting of the Dandenong Valley Historic Car Club 
held on April 3, 2026 at DAS 

Meeting opened at 8.00pm with 
President Ian Clark in the chair. 

Insurance issues – Ian outlined new requirements 
through the AOMC MembershipPLUS regarding 
exits and defibrillators.

Apologies: Margaret Griffin, Don Jones, Don Flein-
er and Margaret Hope, Byron and Janice Savory, 
Marg Detez, Peter and Mazz Lafrank, Pat and Ron 
Sinclair, Ern and Pam Hopgood, Pam and Ron Bar-
nett, Rick and Jill Cove, Margaret and Stan Snyders, 
Sally and Bill Carson, Rose McEgan

Motion: The minutes of the March General Meeting 
published in the April newsletter be accepted as 
accurate.
 Moved Irwin Sinclair        Seconded Tim McEgan	
Passed
Secretaries Report - 
March 2026 Inward correspondence
•	 Avodrust Lodge in Carrum Downs 
•	 AOMC Zoom invite to discuss Membership 
Plus insurance
•	 Golden Dragon Museum
•	 AOMC Bulletin
Advertising Flyers
•	 Online auto parts by 3
•	 Micawber Tavern by 2
•	 Antique tyres
•	 Cascade Art by 6
•	 Auto Surplus
•	 Autoequip by 4
•	 Bend Motor Sport by 3
13 Club Notices or Magazines

March 2026 Outward correspondence – cards for 
Paul Tangey and Ron Barnett
Motion: that the inwards correspondence is re-
ceived, and outward correspondence approved for 
the month of March 2026. 
Moved 	 Len Mizzi Seconded Bev Sinclair 
Passed

Treasurer’s Report – 
Lots of membership Subs coming in and Brian 
outlined Weekend Away receipts and expenses.

Motion: to accept the Treasurer’s Report for the 
month of March 2026
Moved    Ray Griffin	 Seconded  Irwin Sinclair	
Passed

Federation Report: Nil

AOMC Report: Details in the newsletter
•	 Direct contact person now with VicRoads
•	 Several number plate issues.

Scoresby Picnic: Progressing well, Gary needs 		
                helpers on the day for traffic marshaling.  

Editor Report:	 Keep the stories coming in 
and Rick has had his leg plaster removed and is now 
in a wheelchair and has a moon-boot for the next 
few months. 

Weekend Away:
•	 The club Spent just less than the amount   	 	
                approved beforehand
•	  Ian told of the long trip of the Carsons 
                 had to get to Bendigo. 
•	  Ian outlined it was a busy weekend and    	              	
                  lots of activities with the highlights of 		
   	     the Stupa, Tramway Museum; gold mine; 	
	     the fire brigade training ground, Woolen 	
                  Mills; Bendigo Pottery and too much 		
                  food.

Australia Day Car Show: Nil

Web Master Report: Nil

Past Events:
•	 Hallam Hotel lunch

Future Events:
•	 15th April – Buddy Holly collection 
•	 19th April – Aussie Classic
•	 26 April Scoresby Picnic
•	 15 May Heyfield Vintage machinery 
	   display
•	 29 to 30 May – Winton Historic

General Business:
•	 Story and discussion on issue of out of 	 	
                 round new tyres

•	 George Rae – needs advice on speedo              	
	     repairs.

•	 Gary – discussed insurance and is looking 	 	
                  for 1930 Imperial opera light.

Car or Parts for Sale:
•	 Ian Stuchbery – 1928 Stutz on the market – 	
	      once owned by Mr. Holden himself.

Meeting Closed 8.50 

Jim Lang Secretary               Ian Clark President



**  IMPORTANT NOTICES  ** 
================================================================================= 

4 ......COMING EVENTS..2026.....
========================================================================================
PLEASE NOTE. 
Invitation Events have a (*) before the date.  No STAR (*) means that it is a Club Event.

Sunday 26th April.
Federation Scoresby Picnic.  See flyer below.
(*)  Saturday 30th and Sunday 31st May.  Winton Classic.  
The 49th Historic Winton.   Enjoy a weekend of non-stop racing featuring historic 
car races from the 1920s to the 1980s as well as a huge array of veteran, vintage, rare and unusual 
vehicles on display.
 Friday 1st May.
DVHCC General Meeting at DAS 8.00pm.

(*)  Saturday and Sunday 2nd & 3rd May 2026.  The 127th Lake Goldsmith Steam Rally

(Saturday 9th  May. Visit to Yarra Junction Museum to get old car running BYO lunch or visit the Pub.

(*) Saturday 16th and or Sunday 17th May.  National Motoring Heritage Day 2026.
Heyfield Vintage Machinery Rally. 9:30 am. Gordon Street Reserve Gordon Street Heyfield, VIC

Wednesday 20th May.  The Warren Glen Nursery for lunch. 
This is a beautiful place to visit, lunches are very reasonably priced.
Address:-  373-383 Ringwood-Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte, afterwards you can park in the 
Main Street of Warrandyte and watch the Yarra river flowing towards Melbourne.

Friday 5th June. General meeting at Showgrounds.

Sunday 7th June.  Brunch and a movie at Clyde. 
Gary Stocking will give the details.

Saturday 13th June. Presentation Dinner at the 
South Eastern Masonic Centre.

Wednesday 24th June.   Lunch at Sandown Dogs, 
	                                View road Springvale.

Friday 3rd July.  AGM at Showgrounds. 

=========================================================================

.....WANTED.....
The Committee want your
suggestions for Club runs.

Please tell them where you would like to go to, 
and to share with your other Club members.

Melbourne is a big place, so please put your thinking 
caps on and suggest the venue or venues to someone on 

the Committee.



**  IMPORTANT NOTICES  ** 
================================================================================= 
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FREE VINTAGE CAR PARTS.
Massive garage cleanout. 

Everything must go and everything is FREE
Large range of 1920’s Austin parts including chassis, axles, wheels, 

and assorted components.

Take what you can use. Anything remaining will be sent to scrap.

Date : 4 & 5 July 
Location: Cockatoo, Victoria. 

For Address and updates or enquiries please send an email to:
deannenye@gmail.com

=========================================================================

++  VALE    ++ 
Elwin “ Liz “ Tangey     

21/03/1948 -25/03/2026
Mother of Paul, Laura & Mark

Our condolences from the DVHCC.Inc



 6 DVHCC Inc.  Weekend Away  Thursday 26th March 2026    
========================================================================

All arrived safely in Bendigo and
 settled down to relax and enjoy 

each others company.
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DVHCC Inc.  Weekend Away Friday 27th March 2026 .

========================================================================
=

When I organized our event one year ago,  Bendigo Pottery was included as it is one of Bendigo’s premier 
events. When I arrived with our members, I was horrified to see that many  of the items that we had come to 
see were barricaded behind a white wall. A sign that a high flood had caused damage.  Also, maintenance 
was needed to replace defective roof beams. 
          Our saviour  was a local potter who gave us an hour long demonstration of his art. He made a custom 
item for Heather on his potters’ wheel. As with many crafts, the potter is joining the ranks of the lost arts.
           The Antique and Collectibles section had suffered less damage, and so we were able to peruse the 
vast collection of interesting items.
           Our visit to the Stupa was one never to be forgotten. This $20 million project has  a 100 year 
schedule for completion. Prior to reaching the entry door, we encountered dozens of prayer wheels. Each 
turn of a wheel is supposed to send a prayer. I estimate that Leigh generated 25 thousand prayers. Sixteen 
sculptures of renown buddhas were on display near the monastery. Members who followed the yellow 
brick road as suggested saw intricate marble carvings of Michelangelo standard.
           The Stupa contained a vast array of items, information and art. Words will not suffice for a 
description. Should you not have visited, then plan for one.
           Stan asked a thoughtful question of our knowledgeable guide. “Is the Stupa an exercise in vanity?”  
The answer must be yes for some religions. However Buddhism is a way of life as much as a religion. Our 
guide answered that a primary aim of the Stupa is to enlighten people so that they may experience an 
enhanced life.
            At Eaglehawk, our host, Stephen has transformed a skill into a flourishing business. At Eaglehawk 
Garden Sculptures. His metal products range from modest flowers to huge models such as the Titanic 
and a close to life size biplane.
            The Allies Hotel was situated on our homeward route, and proved to be an excellent choice for 
dinner. 

At the Bendigo Pottery.
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DVHCC Inc.  Weekend Away Friday 27th March 2026.

========================================================================

The Grand Stupa. Bendigo.

Gary rings the bell.



9 DVHCC Inc.  Weekend Away Friday 27th March 2026 .
========================================================

The Grand Stupa. Bendigo.
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DVHCC Inc.  Weekend Away Saturday 28th March 2026. 

========================================================
  On Saturday 28th March, Members of the DVHCC Club, arrived at the Bendigo Tramways Depot 
at 9:30a.m, where we were greeted by Robbie, our Guide/Tram Conductor.  Firstly, Robbie gave a 
comprehensive run-down, which show-cased the preservation of Bendigo Tramways History, and 

the many differing classes of Trams which had transpired over the years that had been operating in 
Australia, particularly in Victoria. 

Because of time restraints, Robbie took our whole group on the tour together, instead of the 2 
separate groups as was originally planned.  Through- out the tour, several people had trouble 
negotiating the narrow walkways between the trams on display, as they walked from one section to 
the other.
The men particularly, were interested in the mechanical side of the procedure of restoration. Many 
of the ladies were more interested in the Restaurant Trams, how they were structured, and where 
the food was prepared. Many surprised that it was all prepared, and reheated in an industrial 
microwave oven.
Outside the main “mechanical shed”, was another enormous, newly built shed, which “housed” 
many trams for “posterity”. Amongst them were, a Toast Rack Tram car, a Truck car, a Birney car 
and Bogie cars.
At the conclusion of the Tour, we obtained our very welcome Lunch, which had been prepared for 
us, at the Tramways Café. Most people were also “hanging out” for a welcome cup of tea or coffee. 
After our lunch-break concluded, we boarded the Vintage “Talking Tram”, in the capable hands of 
our driver Darcy. 
The next tour destination was to the Chinese Joss House. This was of course, on nowhere near, as 
great a scale as   The Great Stupa, the previous day, and was set up mainly for the Chinese miners 
out in the Gold Fields. Again, there was quite a walk to reach that destination from the tram stop. 
Our next destination was to the Central Deborah Gold Mine and Poppet Head. This was also a 
walking trip too.  The Car Club members this time, were placed into 2 smaller groups, with 2 
different Tour guides. 												          
Our Group 2, was conducted by Bill, and he himself was employed as a Geologist. He was a very 
interesting speaker,	and explained every stage of the workings of the various machines, particularly 
the Mine Shaft Elevator System, the winder from the Poppet Head, the massive compressor, and 
the Stamper. Bill started up the Stamper, to indicate the extent of the hearing damage which the old 
operators received, prior to the current rules which are now in place for Industrial deafness.
The final, but significant part of the operation, was the Blacksmith Shop, where Don Fleiner told 
Bill our Guide, the particular name of the clip on the air-gun, which held the tool in use while drilling 
into different types of rock.  Don said it was called a Crow’s Foot Clip. Bill said he never knew that 
it had a specific name. 
The most interesting part was the Shower Room. This room was where every worker on every shift 
had to strip off all their clothes, and give to the Locker-room Inspector, to check for any signs of gold 
dust or pieces of gold, hidden in their clothing or on their person, before entering a cubicle in full view 
of everyone there, to have a shower before dressing to retire for home. 
The last part of our very long day, was to return to our cars, back at the Tram Depot, to ready our-
selves for a more relaxed time at Paul Tangey’s residence, where Mazz & Peter La Frank and 
Margaret & Stan Snyders, provided a wonderful BBQ dinner, before returning back to retire at the 
Barclay View Motel. 
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DVHCC Inc.  Weekend Away Saturday 28th March 2026. 

===========================================================================

BBQ tea at Paul’s Place.

 The Central Deborah Gold Mine and Poppet Head.

At the Bendigo Tramways Depot.



 
				  
===========================================================================

12 13DVHCC Inc.  Weekend Away Sunday 29th March 2026.

After breakfast at our motel, we headed off to the Golden Dragon Museum, Yi Yan gardens and Guan Yin tem-
ple. Beverley and I had visited the old museum over 40 years earlier but we were pleasantly surprised at the 
terrific new museum and temple. 
There is a restaurant, gift shop and museum exhibition describing the history of Chinese people in Bendigo from 
the gold rush days to the present day. For over 160 years the Chinese community has influenced the proud 
history of Bendigo. 

The purpose-built building allows the storing and showing of its world-famous collection of Imperial Dragons. 
Loong the worlds oldest dragon appeared in Bendigo in 1892 and he was retired in 1970. In 2007 Heritage 
Victoria added Loong to the Victorian Heritage register receiving the State4s highest level of heritage protection.

Then there is Dai Gum Loong the world’s longest Imperial dragon. Thousands of people view him weave his 
glittering Imperial body through Bendigo central business district each Easter. Sun Loong is the newest dragon, 
his first appearance being in 1970.

Sun Loong requires 57 carriers and is approximately 100 meters long. He is covered with 6,000 scales, 90,000 
mirrors, 50,000 beads and his head weight is 20.5kg There are at east 6 other dragons in this unbelievable 
collection. We had a gentleman give us a very informative talk for over ½ hour that was very enlightening. We 
learned that dragons don’t eat people but eat vegetables. They only get fed once a year

There were also beautiful displays of Chinese arts and crafts and a large display of Chinese money both coin and 
note collection dating back to 221BC. In the forecourt of the museum is the Yi Yan Gardens including Chinese 
traditional architecture and decorative marble sculptures and hand painted murals. Outside there were a group 
of people demonstrating Karate, Boxing and Machete movements – very enlightening.

They are known for charitable fund raising for the local hospital and a spectacular display at the Bendigo Easter 
festival.

Then we headed to the town of Huntley to view the CFA Fire Museum including an extensive range of Fire 
extinguishers, helmets both new style and older brass type.
The approximate value of the Brass helmets range above $1500.00. Outside on display was an old Lilydale 
Graham Brothers fire engine around 1927 vintage was on display plus a British Bedford ‘MW’ that looked rather 
like a Blitz and a very old wagon style ladder that would date back to the 1800’s. Beside the shed there were 
several more modern type fire brigade units.

We then had a lovely salad roll lunch before embarking on a tour of the training facilities at this depot. The 
facility is on approximately 30 hectares. The CFA have members coming from many fire stations throughout 
Victoria and is known as the VEMTC - which stands for – Victorian Emergency Training Centre. There were 
buildings to train members in confined spaces, also in smoke filled areas were breathing apparatus was needed 
being multi story, single story or tunnels.

We saw members cutting people out of wrecked vehicles, impounded confiscated vehicles are often used, some 
could be $300K vehicles. I believe a comment was made – you really notice the difference between how better 
built the expensive range of vehicle is made when cutting it up. One area that impressed me was where they had 
individual rooms set up and then deliberately set fire to them at around 800 degrees Centigrade and after the 
fire is put out the crew have to establish how it started e.g. electrical, chemical or natural causes. There was much 
more happening at this establishment but we all left feeling much better if faced in a real-life situation. The 
emergency people arriving to help us, having done this course, could mean the difference to saving our life or 
not.

For our evening meal we went to the Bendigo Vintage Veteran Classic Car Clubrooms where Peggy and Clive 
Bennett and helpers had a great meal waiting for us. The food was great and Bendigo members very friendly as 
we chatted during our meal and afterwards. Several Bendigo members brought their collector cars. Our guys 
dressed in their bright shirts – no prizes but lots of fun. This was our last day of what I consider a very successful 
rally. The next morning after breakfast we all headed home. Irwin and Beverley Sinclair.



 
				  
===========================================================================

13 DVHCC Inc.  Weekend Away Sunday 29th March 2026. \
==========================================================================

The Golden Dragon Museum.
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DVHCC Inc.  Weekend Away Sunday 29th March 2026.                                                                   

=====================================================================

 
++NEWS++   FRIDAY AUGUST 5TH. 1927

===========================================================================

At the C F A. HUNTLEY training grounds.

Final Dinner was at the Bendigo Vintage Veteran & Classic Car Clubrooms  where the 
Annual BRIGHT SHIRT Competition was held.
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++NEWS++   FRIDAY AUGUST 5TH. 1927

===========================================================================
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				    England to Australia Overland  No.9.
==========================================================================

 
				    England to Australia Overland  No.9
===========================================================================

The next morning, we were up at 4:30am and away at 5:15. The van stopped after the first toll 
gate at about 7:15, due to overheating, and this continued until we made the modification of 
removing the engine cover (which was between the driver and front passenger). This improved 
the distance travelled between the stops but not the comfort of the two of us. Then we ran out of 
petrol a few hundred yards short of the garage, and after filling up, Fred joined Shelagh and Jim 
in their Volkswagen while I took over the driving. The van got hotter. The steering wheel centre 
-hub was too hot to touch and the wheel itself too hot to touch with the naked body or arm. If I 
moved my sun-glasses, the frame burned my face. It was like being in a sauna. After 300 miles 
I was so flaked out I almost fainted when I had to stop for a glass of water. I couldn’t swallow 
or sing as my breathing was so heavy. More like a gasp. Fred took over for the final stint. In the 
back of the Volkswagen I poured sweat, my clothes were soaking wet. I slept. Throughout this 
trip we saw some amazing mirages, like a whole shimmering town on the edge of a shimmering 
lake.

Now, on this drive something happened that still bothers me to this day. About, say 300 yards 
away on the left-hand side was a small building, and from this building a person appeared, 
running toward the road and waving. Now; I knew that if I stopped, the engine would stop and 
would take a minimum of 30 minutes following cooling procedures with valuable water to start 
up again. Apart from that, we had been warned not to stop in this type of situation: so I drove on. 
Who was that person? and were they in trouble, perhaps life-threatening trouble, of one sort or 
another. The mind can invent the most lurid scenarios of this type of situation, and does. I will 
never know.  

We finally arrived at Kandahar and stopped at the New Tourist Hotel just after 3:00pm. 
That was nearly 10 hours of driving. They had cold drinks in the fridge. We had two each, of 
pomegranate juice, what a treat, followed by a lovely shower and then we went for a meal. Fred 
was not feeling good. Banana juice, bean soup, omelette with potatoes and tea. Most 
appreciated. A bus group arrived from Herat, they had set off at 5:30. A Dutch couple (not the 
girls) from Gorgon/Mashhad found us and we visited them on another site for the evening. 
Despite our problems, Afghan petrol seemed to be OK.

What a wonderful night’s sleep. With the van parked in the shade of some trees we slept right 
through to 8:30am. I went into the hotel with Jim and had breakfast of tomato and onion 
omelette and the inevitable chai, then went for a walk down the street to the mosque. After some 
restful chat with a  Brooklyn guy we went to the Peace Hotel for a meal. Vegetable stew, 
egg-plant with tomatoes and onions, pancake with fruit, nuts and jam and chai. Then went for 
a walk to the town centre for some ice cream, which we had been told was really good, but the 
flies around the ice cream parlour put us off. I bought some post cards ready to send when we 
arrived in Kabul and then rested for the remainder of the day as we intend to get away at 4:30 
am tomorrow. Evening meal was vegetable soup, scrambled eggs with tomato and onions and, 
of course, chai.

The cook in the Hotel was a happy chap with a terrific grin who rushed about serving as well as 
cooking.  He wore a pair of highly patterned jeans and a hat and looked like Sammy Davis Jnr. 
His kitchen was a mud construction about 8ft x 10ft with a wood fired range that he cooked on. It 
was fantastic how he produced the meals so quickly with so few facilities. The menu read better 
than anything in a roadside café in England (or a hotel, come to that) and was very cheap.
Another situation at this Hotel was that the room at one corner was permanently curtained and 
little noise came from it. Then, at a certain time of the day, a skeletal group of barely human 
characters, dressed in rags, would emerge from it in a line and stagger down to the stream on 
the edge of the property.
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				    England to Australia Overland  No.9
===========================================================================

When they were all crouched down the ‘leader’ would issue out the drugs and on taking these the most 
amazing performance of coughing, choking, gasping and vomiting would begin and continue for some time 
until finally they were somewhat settled down, whence they would return to the silence of their room until 
the next day’s session. We retired about 11:30pm. Early rise and head for Kabul tomorrow..

It may surprise you to know that I have forgotten virtually the whole of this trip. One would think 
it would stick in ones mind forever, but no. For instance, if Henny and Lies (pronounced as 
Lease) were sitting next to me right now, as they were then. I wouldn’t recognize them.

I have just found a way of restoring faded pictures on this PC. I’ve had it about 20 Years. The 
top pair is an example. All the other pictures were similar. Somewhat late, as my computer guy 
is coming tomorrow to set up my new system.

En-route to Kandahar. 
You can feel the heat

Same picture; colour restored

Village in valley Main street. Main Mosque

Clothes shops Hotel menu board




